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OUR  HENDERSON  FAMILY 

The  Author  150S621 

On  Fobruary  6,  1896. Ira  Lester  Honderaon  married  Martha  Braieal  and  took  her 
homo  to  "Tho  Old  Hondorson  Ranch"  high  on  a  windswept  plateau  among  the  hills 
above  tho  Columbia  Rivor  in  Klickitat  County,  Washington,  I  ara  the  older  cf 
thoir  two  daughters,  I  was  born  on  tho  ranch  on  a  stormy  Saturday  morning, 
November  7,  1636,  Ira  died  Deoember  26,  1942  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  Had 
he  lived  to  read  tho  following  history  of  his  family  he  would  have  been  so 
pleased  and  proud  of  my  endeavor. 

Our  Earliest  Known  Henderson  Ancestor 

The  earliest  Henderson  ancestor  whom  I  haVe  been  able  to  positively  identify 
is  Ira's  grandfather  John  Henderson  who  lived  the  last  twenty  years  of  his 
life  in  Johnson  County,  Indiana,  where  he  died  in  1854,  We  have  the  names  of 
his  wife  and  children  from  an  old  record  pasted  in  tho  front  of  Joseph's  bibl$, 
which  has  lately  come  into  my  possession,  corroborated  by  Indiana  census  records. 
These  records  together  with  a  certain  family  tradition  have  formed  the  basis 
on  which  I  have  built  my  research  into  the  Henderson  Branch  of  our  family. 

The  Houston-  Henderson  Tradition 


Vhtn^IJflr8t. Studied  about  General  Sam  Houston  my  father  told  me  that  we  were 
related  to  him,  Ira's  father  had  told  him  so.  He  also  had  said  that  one  of  his 
rothers  carried  the  name  "Houston"  as  a  second  name.  My  father  was  under  the 
impression  that  his  grandmother  had  been  a  sister  to  General  dam.  My  very  first 
research  efforts  proved  this  to  be  untrue  but  I  did  find  that  General  Sam's 
grandfather's  sister,  Isabella,  married  a  John  Henderson  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1741  and  that  she  had  a  son  William  Houston  Henderson,  born  about  1742  L  who 
very  well  could  have  been  the  father  of  our  John,  who  was  born  in  1779  in 
Pennsylvania,  For  a  number  of  reasons  7  am  very  sure  in. my  own  mind  that  this 
relationship  is  true  and  that  Ira's  father  was  second  cousin-once-removed 
from  General  Sam—  as  shown  on  the  following  chart. 


Immigrant  Hohn  l^aawWraon 


ms  Mary  Cunningham  (in  Ireland) 


(They  came  to  America  about  1735,  lived  a  few  years 
in  Pennsylvania  then  moved  on  down  into  Virginia) 


Isabella  Houston 
b.  ca  1722 

m,  John  Henderson  oa  i741 


'Robert  Houston 
m.  Miss  Davison 


\ 


William  Houston  Henderson 


b.  oa  .\74KS  in  Pennsylvania 


John  Henderson 

in  Pennsylvania 
m,  Isabelle  Mitchell 
d.  1854, in  Indiana 


(First  cousins) 


(Second  cousins) 


Samuel  Houston  Sr, 
m.  Elizabeth  Paxton 


General  Samue i  Houston 
VI  1793  in  Virginia 


Joseph  C,  Henderson 
b7l826  in  Indiana 
m,  Lucy  Ann  Stark 
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Though  I  doubt  now  that  I  shall  over  be  able  to  prove  It  I  do  believe  that 
Joseph  spoke  true  when  he  told  his  son,  Ira,  that  he  was  related  to  General 
Sam*  I  believe  it  not  merely  because  names,  birthdates  and  birth  places  make 
It  seem  likely  but  for  other  reasons*  For  one,  Joseph  had  a  brother  who 
on  all  his  records  signed  himself  "William  H*  Henderson?  I  think  he  was  the 
brother  whose  middle  name  was  Houston  and  that  ho  was  named  for  his  grandfather „ 
Furthermore  Joseph's  own  middle  name  was  "Cunningham"  whioh  as  you  will  note 
was  the  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Immigrant  John  Houston.  Why  else  would 
parents  give  their  baby  a  name  like  that  unless  it  was  a  family  name? 

It  may  appear  that  in  trying  to  prove  this  Houston-Henderson  relationship  I 
am  anxious  to  "latch"  onto  some  famous  person*  That  is  not  the  oase.  1  would 
just  like  very  much  to  trace  our  Hendersons  back  of  John  (1779-1854)  and  this 
Houston  oonneotion  is  the  only  lead  I  have  ever  been  able  to  find*  As  X  said 
I  doubt  that  I  shall  ever  be  able  to  prove  my  theory*  I  do  know  that  William 
Houston  Henderson,  son  of  Isabella  Houston,  had  two  children—  a  son  William 
who  married  Ann  Gillespie  in  Blount  County,  Tennessee,  in  1794,  and  a  daughter 
Jane,  born  1762,  who  married  Mathew  Russell  in  the  same  county  in  1788*  In 
Miss  Ella  Armstrong's  book,  "Notable  Southern  Families"  she  tells  of  interview¬ 
ing  a  very  old  man  by  the  name  of  William  Henderson,  who  was  the  son  of  the 
William  Henderson  who  married  in  1794,  who  spoke  vaguely  of  another  William 
Henderson  who  was  "killed  by  the  Indians  at  Crab  Orchards  in  the  very  early 
days?  I  think  this  may  have  been  Isabella's  son,  William  Houston  Henderson* 

If  he  was  killed  as  late  as  1790  our  John  would  have  been  only  eleven  years 
of  age  at  his  father's  death*  This  then  might  explain  why  none  of  John's 
children  seemed  to  know  their  grandfather's  name—  that  their  father  never 
spoke  of  his  father  because  he  hardly  remembered  him* 

John  Henderson  and  Isabelle  Mitchell  Marry  in  Kentucky 

No  marriage  record  for  John  and  Isabelle  Mitchell  Henderson  has  been  found. 

A  cousin  of  ours—  Mae  Holman  Jones  of  Lebanon,  Indiana—  (Uncle  Mitch*  a 
grand  daughter)  wrote  that  she  had  always  been  told  that  "The  Hendersons 
came  from  Bourbon  County,  Kentucky?  Census  records  of  later  dates  give 
Kentucky  as  the  birth  state  for  at  least  the  first  five  of  their  children* 

Since  their  oldest  child  was  born  in  1810  I  place  the  year  of  their  marriage 
as  1809.  The  old  record  from  Joseph's  bible  gives  1791  as  the  year  of  Isabelle's 
birth  so  she  probably  was  eighteen  when  she  married  and  John  was  nearly  thirty. 

The  1810  census  records  for  Kentucky  list  a  number  of  John  Hendersons  but  only 

one  in  the  correct  age  range  for  our  John.  That  one  was  living  in  Fayette 

County  which  adjoins  Bourbon  County.  In  his  household  were  two  females 

10/16  years  and  26/45  years*  The  younger  is  too  young  for  Isabelle  and  the 

older  too  old.  Neve r-t be -less  I  think  this  was  our  John  for  in  1820  1  found 

the  same  family  in  Henry  County—  up  near  to  Clark  County^where  we  next_find_  /  rv  O. 

John— with  the  same  two  females  but  this  time  with  "five  children  under  ton 

years  of  the  correot  sexes  to  fit  John's  and  Isabelle's  children.  Census 

records  can  reveal  a  lot  of  interesting  information  but  cannot  be  depended 

upon  exactly.  Many  of  the  census  takers  made  mistakes  in  figuring  age  ranges, 

that  we  know.  Furthermore  lots  of  people  were  not  sure  just  how  old  they 

really  were.  For  example  Isabelle  never  did  learn  to  sign  her  name  so  maybe 

neither  she  nor  John  knew  how  old  she  really  was. 

Jfthn  and  Isabelle  Come  To  Clark  County,  Indiana 

i 

We  knew  before  we  started  checking  records  that  John  and  Isabelle  lived  for 
several  years  in  Clark  County,  Indiana,  before  they  moved  to  Johnson  County, 
for  Joseph's  obituary  states  that  he  was  born  in  Clark  County  in  1826,  On 
checking  the  old  records  in  Jeffersonville,  county  seat  of  Clark  County,  we 
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found  a  land  transaction  in  his  name  dated  in  1830  when  he  purchased  80  acres 
from  David  and  Doris  Watson  for  $125.00,  This  could  not  have  been  his  only 
purchase,  however,  for  he  sold  another  tract  in  1836  to  Daniel  Glass  for 
v900.C0.  Though  I  wa3  unable  to  find  when  or  from  whom  John  bought  this  160 
aore  tract  I  believe  we  are  safe  in  assuming  that  it  was  the  family  home  farm 
on  which  John  and  Isabelle  and  the  children  lived  the  ten  to  fifteen  years 
which  they  spent  in  Clark  County. 

We  oannot  be  sure  of  the  year  when  John  and  Isabelle  moved  from  Kentucky  into 
Indiana  but  it  must  have  been  between  1820  and  1824  for  I  am  quite  sure  Sarah 
also  was  born  in  Indiana  and  it  was  in  Clark  County  that  Isabelle  bore  the  last 
six  of  her  thirteen  children. 

The  Hendersons  Move  On  to  Johnson  County,-  Indiana 

Clark  County  records  show  that  on  October  3,  1836  John  Henderson  "of  Johnson 
County"  sold  the  80  acres  he  had  purchased  from  David  and  Doris  Watkins  in 
1830  to  Thomas  Ogle  for  just  what  he  paid  for  it.  Since  he  sold  the  home  farm 
on  March  16,  1836  we  know  almost  exactly  when  he  moved  his  family  to  Johnson 
County. 

In  Johnson  County  on  April  1,  1836  John  Henderson  bought  50  acres  of  land 
about  four  miles  north  and  east  of  the  town  of  Franklin—  in  what  is  known 
as  The  Hurricane  Creek  area-for  $1250.00.  As  nearly  as  I  could  tell  from  the 
land  descriptions  I  believe  this  was  the  first  of  several  adjoining  tracts 
which  John  purchased  and  on  which  he  built  a  home  for  his  family.  The  first 
house  was  of  logs  and  it  was  still  standing  when  John  made  his  will  in  1854. 

In  the  meanwhile  a  frame  portion  had  been  added  to  the  house  but  it  was  the 
log  portion  which  John  set  apart  in  his  will  to  be  the  home  of  his  beloved 
wife  for  as  long,  as  she  should  live. 

The  records  of  grantors  and  grantees  in  land  transactions  in  Johnson  County 
between  the  years  1836  and  1860—  where  I  quit  looking—  contain  at  least  150 
Hendersons  whose  given  names  could  identify  theip  as  John  Henderson  or  his  sons. 

At  least  sixty-five  of  them  I  believe  were  our  folks  because  that  many  of 
the  transactions  describe  property  lying  in  the  Hurricane  Community  aroac  In 
addition  to  the  tracts  which  John  purchased  to  add  to  his  home  farm  there 
ware  several  which  he  bought  to  give  to  his  sons  or  son-in-law.  In  1840  he 
deeded  W. H, Fisher,  husband  of  Mary,  an  80  acre  tract  near  his  own  farm.  In 
1846  he  sold  to  S.  Guiles,  father-in-law  of  his  son  John,  a  fifty  acre  tract 
for  $522.00  "and  the  love  and  affection  I  bear  my  son  John"  so  it  appears 
that  the  two  fathers  went  in  together  to  set  the  young  couple  up  with  a  farm. 

In  1840  John  made  a  "gift  of  love"  to  his  son  Martin  of  a  40  acre  piece  which 
he  had  purchased  in  1843  for  *>175. 00.  (And  this  seems  peculiar  for  in  1848  T 
Martin  was  only  fifteen  years  old)  Then  in  his  will  John  bequeathed  to  his 
son  James  "the  sixty  acres  on  which  he  now  lives"—  a  part  of  John’s  home  farm  — 
then  divided  the  rest  of  the  farm  three  ways  among  his  wife  and  his  sons  Henry 
and  Martin.  In  the  last  two  years  before  hi3  death  John  also  sold  two  tracts 
for  $1)00.00  and  $1200.00  respectively—  which  were  not  inconsiderable  suras 
of  money  in  those  days. 

To  appreciate  the  countryside  where  our  grandfather  grew  to  manhood  and!  lived 
until  he  was  forty  years  of  age  it  would  be  necessary  for  you  to  see  it«  No 
wonder  seme  people  call  it  the  "Garden  Spot  of  The  World’.'  There  are  miles 
ar.d  miles  of  nearly  level  rich  black  loamy  soil  and  the  crops  which  grow  on 
it  are  fabulous.  There  appears  to  be  no  poverty  anywhere.  Farm  houses  are 
spacious  arid,  built  of  brick.  Churches  even  out  in  the  country  are  of  brick 
and  beautiful.  Even  the  graveyards  speak  of  prosperity  with  well-kept  grass 
and  so  many  great  and  expensive  tombstones. 
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John’s  and  Isabella* a  Religious  Affiliation 

When  I  was  in  Johnson  County  I  was  directed  to  visit  Mr.  Nelson  Jones  "who 
knows  more  about  the  history  of  Hurricane  Community  than  any  one  else".  I 
found  this  to  be  true.  While  I  talked  with  him  he  showed  me  a  phamplet 
reprint  of  a  talk  he  made  in  1937  at  the  dedication  of  their  fine  new  brick 
Community  Church  and  this  ho  loaned  to  me  that  I  might  copy  what  I  wanted  of 
it.  It  was  a  history  of  the  religious  development  of  Hurricane  Community. 

(The  community  takes  its  name  from  the  creek  whiob  when  first  discovered 
was  littered  with  great  fallen  trees  as  though  a  hurricane  had  recently  gone 
through. ) 

According  to  Mr#  Nelson’s  history  there  were  in  that  section  in  the  early 
third  of  the  19th  century  a  number  of  small  struggling  church  organizations 
each  stubbornly  clinging  to  its  own  doctrine,  none  strong  enough  to  support 
a  minister.  There  were  Methodist  and  Baptists  and  at  least  three  different 
Presbyterian  sects#  Our  folks  belonged  to  the  N6W  Prospect  Presbyterians  who 
were  "new  schoolers"  but  John  and  Isabelle  were  not  satisfied.  They  really 
were  "old  sohool  believers"  so  on  April  10,  1850,  they  and  those  who  believed 
as  they  did  met  in  one  of  their  homes  and  organized  still  another  chur;  b  whioh 
they  called  "New  Pisgah  Presbyterians’.1  According  to  their  old  record  hook 
the  original  members  were  John  and  Isabelle  Henderson;  Joseph,  Mitchell;  ^ames 
and  Sarah  Henderson;  James  and  Sarah  McAlpine;  John  McCord;  George  Allen;  John 
P.  Henderson;  Thomas,  Nancy,  William,  Eliza  and  Sarah  Patterson.  John  P.  Hend¬ 
erson  and  Thomas  Patterson  were  elected  ruling  elders.  The  Sarah  Hendo*  son 
may  have  been  any  one  of  three  of  John’s  and  Isabelle’s  gaughters-in-  Ic for 
Joseph's  first  wife  was  Sarah,  still  living  when  the  1850  census  was  taken, 
and  JohnP.  and  James  both  were  married  to  women  by  that  name.  MitcheD  was 
still  single  when  the  church  was  organized  but  he  and  Eliza  Patterson  were 
married  that  fall. 

In  March,  1852,  this  little  congregation  was  able  to  obtain  a  lot  on  which  they 
built  a  church  and  in  which  they  held  intermittent  services  for  the  next-  eighteen 
years.  In  1870  the  "new  school"  and  "old  sohool"  Presbyterians  were  reunited 
under  the  "old  school"  name.  Prehaps  it  is  notable  that  this  reunion  occurred 
the  year  after  Isabello  Henderson  died.  Wo  think  it  not  at  all  unlikely  that 
she  was  one  of  the  moving  spirits  back  of  tbo  pulling  away  of  the  "old  schoolers" 
in  the  first  place  and  that  they  had  to  wait  until  she  was  gone  before  they 
could  come  to  a  compromise. 

To  oomplete  Mr.  NeikoWs  history  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  in  1917  all 
of  the  small  ineffectual  congregations  in  the  community  decided  to  forgot  their 
doctrinal  differences  and  combine  into  one  strong  group.  It  was  then  that 
the  beautiful  brick  building  known  as  Hurricane  Community  Church  was  built. 

It  stands  on  a  slight  I'ise  of  ground  above  the  old  Hurricane  Cemetary  whore 
all  the  old  residents  were  buried  regardless  of  their  church  aff iliations. 

John  and  Isabelle  are  buried  there  as  are  Captain  Fisher  and  Mary  and  four 
of  their  babies  and  goodness  knows  how  many  more  Hendersons  whoso  graves  are 
unmarked  or  whose  stones  I  did  not  find.  It  is  a  peaceful  place  there  In  the 
shade  of  its  great  oak  trees. 

John  Henderson’ s  W ill 

In  one  of  the  record  books  in  the  Johnson  County  Court  House  in  Franklin  I 
found  the  recording  of  John  Henderson7 o  .will.  It  reads  a3  follows i 

"l:i  The  "cur.-:.  Of  God,  Amen* 

I,  John  Henderson,  of  Johnson  County,  State  cf  Indiana,  being  in  my  usual 
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health  but  taking  into  consideration  my  advanced  years  and  the  infirmaties 
incident  to  old  age  and  also  the  uncertainties  of  life  and  certainty  of 
death  do  make  and  ordain  the  following  to  be  my  last  will  and  testament. 

First,  I  cast  myself  on  the  mercies  of  God  through  the  merits  of  a  once 
crucified  Savior.  Seoond,  I  wish  my  body  to  be  decently  buried  and  all  my 
just  debts  to  ba  paid  which  is  but  little.  Third#  as  I  have  disposed  cf  the 
greater  part  cf  my  land  by  deeds  of  gift  and  having  sold  all  my  stock  of 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs  and  also  my  wagons,  harness  and  plows  to  Martin  N, 
Henderson,  my  youngest  son,  for  which  I  hold  his  note--  I  therefore  have 
but  little  to  dispose  of.  I  bequeath  to  my  beloved  wife,  Isabelle,  a  third 
of  the  farm  on  which  I  now  live,  which  she  can  exact  of  our  youngest  sons, 
Henry  W.  and  Martin  N.  or  not  as  she  thinks  proper.  I  also  bequeath  to  her 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  any  and  all  my  personal  property  which  she  may 
see  fit  to  dispose  of. 

Fourth,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son,  James,  all  the  land  I  own  in  the  two 
fractional  quarter  sections  where  he  now  lives—  not  deeded  heretofore, 
his  part  to  be  on  the  north  end  of  said  quarter  section  and  supposed  to  be 
sixty  acres  or  more.  Fifth,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  our  two  youngest  sons, 
Henry  W.  and  Martin  N.  the  farm  on  which  I  now  live  consisting  of  129  acres 
mor9  or  less  by  their  paying  their  sister,  Harriett  Henderson,  $400.00 
which  they  can  have  the  use  of  as  long  as  they  keep  the  farm  providing 
they  keep  her  in  decency  and  comfort  but  if  they  sell  or  dispose  of  the 
farm  they  must  pay  her  part  to  whomsoever  she  may  choose  as  her  guardian. 

Sixth,  I  bequeath  to  my  six  oldest  children—  Thomas  H.,  Samuel  G., 

William  H.,  John  P.,  Mary  J.  Fisher  and  S.A.E.  Bergen  all  the  monies,  notes, 
and  said  remaining  stock  whioh  I  own  which  at  this  time  is  about  $600.00 
worth  to  be  equally  divided  among  the  six.  It  is  to  be  understood  that 
Thomas  W.  has  received  $36.00  of  his  part,  money  due  me  from  the  estate 
of  David  Bare  for  which  ha  receited  the  Clerk  of  Clark  County  Court. 

I  also  wish  Martin  N,  and  Harriett  C.  to  have  ....  bedsteads  and  bedding 
which  we  have  given  them  or  which  they  claim'.  My  other  children  not  so 
far  named,  namely  Joseph  C.,  Robert  H.  and  Mitchell  I  consider  has  received 
their  share  and  I  hereby  appoint  my  son  John  P.  Henderson  and  ask  him  to 
act  as  executor  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament  revoking  all  others, 
written  by  my  own  hand  and  signed  by  myself  as  wittness  this  26th  day  of 
Jure,  1854.  (Signed)  John  Henderson 

Wittnesses:  Daniel  and  Jemima  McAlpine.” 


The  above  will  was  probated  December  26,  1854  (Book  A.  Pages  26  and  27) 

Although  the  will  was  probated  I  was  unable  to  find  any  further  record  of 
settlement  of  the  estate.  Prehaps  I  looked  in  the  wrong  books. 

Within  the  next  three  years  after  John* s  death  there  were  several  land  trans¬ 
actions  between  Isabelle  and  her  sons,  Henry  and  Martin,  which  possibly  were 
required  to  clarify  their  titles  to  their  various  shares  of  the  farm.  ’ 
Isabelle  lived  about  fourteen  years  after  John  died.  I  was  unable  to 
find  out  who  oane  eventually  to  own  the  old  home  place,  mainly  because  I 
did  not  have  the  time  to  compare  land  descriptions  but  I  am  under  the 
imore scion  that  Joseph  C.  finally  bought  out  the  shares  of  Henry  and  Martin 
and  that  he  and  Luoy  Ann  lived  there  until  they  left  for  Missouri  about 
a  year  before  Isabelle  died.  I  never  could  find  what  happened  to  Harriett 
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nor  where  she  lived  after  her  father’s  death.  Evidently  her  name  was  never 
required  to  clarify  her  brothers'  titles  to  the  farm. 

The  Family  Reunion  in  1868 

Isabelle  Mitchell  Henderson  died  August  12,  1869,  I  believe  it  was  the  pre¬ 
vious  year  that  all  her  ten  sons  and  two  daughters  and  thoir  families  gathered 
from  far  and  near  for  a  family  reunion,  on  the  old  home  place.  This  reunion 
is  well  remembered  for  two  reasons.  First  it  was  at  that  time  that  the  family 
picture  which  is  prized  so  highly  was  taken.  Secondly,  it  was  at  the  gathering 
that  practically  all  of  the  children  and  their  spouses  begame  converted  to 
the  Advent  Christain  Faith,  (More  about  this  later.) 

I  am  very  proud  of  my  picture  of  my  grandfather  and  his  brothers  and  sisters. 
All  of  the  men  except  Henry  pppear  to  have  been  tall  and  broad  shouldered* 
Mitchell  was  the  tallest.  His  granddaughter  states  that  he  was  six  feet  fo\ir 
inches  in  height,  Joseph's  Civil  War  record  gives  his  height  as  six  feet,  one 
inch.  Aunt  Sally  appears  slender  and  only  about  no  Joseph's  shoulder.  Aunt 
Mary  must  hav©  been  average  in  height  and  a  bit  plumper  than  Sally.  All  of 
them  are  fine  intelligent  appearing  people  with  kindly  expressions. 

When  Aunt  Ida  gave  me  the  picture  Juab  described  she  also  gave  me  twelve  small 
photographs,  one  each  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  with  his  or  her  spouee,  5 
do  not  know  when  the  small  pictures  were  taken  but  evidently  sometime  later 
than  the  family  reunion  for  in  one  of  the  small  pictures  one  can  see  a  framed 
copy  of  the  group  picture . 

In  1924  while  on  a  return  trip  to  North  Carolina  I  went  by  way  of  Los  Angelos 
and  visited  in  Whittier,  California,  with  a  Henderson  relative  who  seemed  a 
very  old  man  to  me  then.  It  was  he  who  told  me  how  at  the  family  reunion 
one  of  the  brothers,  recently  converted  to  the  Advent  Christain  Faith,  had 
preached  so  convincingly  to  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  in-laws  that  they  too 
became  oonverts.I  remember  that  we  had  a  very  enjoyable  visit  but  as  the  years 
rolled  on  I  forgot  the  man's  name  and  his  relationship  to  my  father. 

I  thought  he  must  have  been  one  or  the  other  of  Joseph's  younger  brothers* 

In  a  queer  coincidence  in  1964  I  learned  something  more  about  him.  At  the 
Advent  Camp  Meeting  at  Troutdale  I  was  telling  someone  about  how  my  folks  came 
to  be  Adventists,  Standing  nearby  happened  to  be  the  pastor  of  the  Advent 
Church  in  Whittier,  California,  He  came  up  and  asked  the  name  of  the  family 
and  when  I  told  him  he  said  "I  knew  it”  It  so  happens s  that  he  knew  our  cl 
relative  in  Whittier  very  well,  was  his  pastor  and  conducted  his  burial  service 
in  1941.  But  he  did  not  know  the  old  man's  name.  All  he  was  ever  called  was 
"Brother  Henderson".  I  am  sure  ,  of  course,  now  that  he  was  not  Joseph's 
brother  since  if  he  lived  until  1941  the  youngest  would  have  been  way  over 
100  years  of  age.  Almost  certainly  he  was  a  son  of  Robert  whose  last  known 
residence  in  1893  was  San  Jose,  California, 

Isabella  Mitchell's  Parentage. 

Until  very  recently  I  had  never  the  slightest  clue  as  to  the  parentage  of 
Isabelle  Mitchell  Henderson.  All  I  knew  of  her  antecedents  was  her  approx  it. 
birth  year  and  that  according  to  her  1850  census  record  she  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania.  Then  after  Aunt  Ida’s  death  when  Joseph's  old  bible  and  Route 
keep-sake  letters  were  given  to  me  I  came  across  one  sentence  in  one  letter 
which  may  eventually  be  the  key  to  the  mystery. 

In  1355  "^ister  Mary"  wrote  to  tell  Joseph  of  the  death  of  "Brother  Jim"*  In 

Jrhat  letter  she  wrofcg  •**  John  Mitohell  and  hi  a  wife  were  here  last  night.  They 

•  •  *  •  «  *  •• 

*  .  '  • 


*  '  •  .  .  ’ 

ii 

■  .  »:•  •/  .  •  ...  %  . 

*£qot<7  cf®  "tr  .  Mat-  a/il*i  mwff 

■ 


7 


in  Tlptoo.  He  is  our  own  cousin.  Uncle  Gavin’s  son".  Evidently  by  our 
own  cousin"  she  meant  her  first  cousin  so  Unice  Gavin  must  have  been  Isabels  s 
brother.  Now  "Gavin"  is  a  very  unusual  name  so  tracing  it  may  be  not  so 
difficult.  In  fact  I  have  already  learned  that  a  Gavin  Mitchell’s  name  has 
teon  located  on  an.  1210  teuC  list  for  one  of  the  counties  in  Eastern  Kentucky. 
Another  Mitchell  descendent  who  lives  in  Indianopolis  has  promised  to  noarca 
Tipton  County  census  records  for  me*  She  says,  however,  tha'c  she  :.s  not  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Gavin  Mitchell  line. 


The  Children  of  John  and  Isabelle  Mitchell  Henderson. _ _ 

According  to  the  faded  old- record  sheet  in' the  front  of  Joseph’s  Bible 
John  Henderson  and  Isabelle  Mitchell  were  married  August  17,  1809.  Their 
children  were:  • 


Thomas  H.  b.  7/7/1810 

d. 

Samuel  G,  b.  7/25/1812 

d.  1893 

William  H.  b.  5/l0/l814 

d. 

Johnn  P.  b*  2/4/1816 

d. 

Mary  J.  b.  2/l2/l818 

d.  11/8/1890 

James  b.  3/l0/l820 

d.  7/26/1885 

Robert  H.  b.  3/5/1822 

d. 

Sarah  A.E.  b.  3/?/l824 

d.  12/11/1874 

Joseph  C.  b.  2/3/1526 

d.  3/30/1905 

Mitchell  b.  4/l0/l828 

d. 

Henry  W.  b#  6/4/1830 

a* 

Martin  N.  b,  7/8/1833 

d. 

Harriett  C,  b.7/3/l835 

d.  12/10/1865 

m.  Eliza  Jane  McCampbell  7/5/1.830 

m*  Jane  McClarey  4/3/1833 

m*  Harriett  Ablet  10/25/1833 

m.  Sarah  Giles  in  1836 

m.  William  H.  Fisher  in  1835 

m.  Sarah  Glass  9/l/l845 

m.  Elisabeth  McKinney  in  1838 

m.  Abram  bergen  in  1843 

m.  (l)  Sarah  Merile  in  184S  and 
(2)  Lucy  Ann  Stark  in  1851 
si.  Eliza  Jane  Patterson  11/29/1850 

m.  Emily  I*  Fitspatrick  3/l4/l851 

cu  Dolilah  McKinney  1/22/1355 


The  following  paragraphs  on  each  of  the  above  named  children  relate  whatever 
information  I  have  been  able  to  collect  on  th9m. 


Thomas  H.  Henderson 


Thomas  married  before  his  parents  moved  from  Clark  County.  The  small  photo¬ 
graph  of  him  and  his  wife  was  taken  in  Charlestown,  a  small  town  some  fifteen 
miles  north  of  Jeffersonville.  From  the  statement  in  his  father  s  will  and 
the  place  the  picture  was  taken  we  assume  that  Thomas  lived  out  his  days  in 
Clark  County#  Census  records  for  Clark  County  should  reveal  some  information 
concerning  the  sex  and  ages  of  their  children  or  possibly  some  of  their  names 
if  any  wore  still  at  home  in  1850. 


Samuel  G»  Henderson ^ 

This  son  also  married  in  Clark  County  before  his  parents  moved  away.  The 
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email  photograph  of  him  and  wife  was  taken  in  Macomb,  Illanois.  A. letter  among 

Joseph's  papers,  written  from  Macomb  in  1893--  of  which  the  last  page  and 
signature  have  been  lost— tells  of  the  death  of  "our  dear  father"  so  we  assume 
that  Samuel  moved  to  Illanois  some  time  before  1870, 

In  another  old  )etter  v^ritten  by  Martin  to  Joseph  in  1886  he  said,  "Sam  and 
his  last  wife  were  here  to  sea  us  last  fall  and  Sam  looks  quite  old"  From  the 
wording  in  that  letter  it  appears  that  Sam  probably  was  married  more  than 
twice.  We  have  no  list  of  his  children  but  a  search  of  census  records  of 
Clark  County,  Indiana,  and  McDonough  County,  Illanois  may  provide  us  with  some 
of  their  names  and  probably  the  approximate  date  when  Sam  moved  from  Indiana. 

Will  jam  H,  (Houston.?)  Henderson 


Though  William  married  before  his  parents  left  Clark  County  we  know  he  too 
lived  in  Johnson  County  for  we  found  his  household  in  the  1840  Johnson  County 
census.  In  1850  his  wife's  name  was  listed  as  Hannah  though  it  really  was 
Harriett.  At  that  tine  she  and  tVilliam  had  a  son  William  aged  seven  and  three 
of  her  relatives  by  the  name  of  "Ablet"  were  living  with  them. 

Among  the  names  of  grantors  and  grantees  in  land  transactions  between  1840 
and  1860, when  we  quit  looking,we  found  so  many  in  the  name  of  William  H« 
Henderson  that  it  appears  he  was  more  or  less  in  the  real  estate  business* 

Having  only  one  child  in  1850  and  he  being  seven  years  old  indicates  that 
William  probably  reared  no  more  than  the  one  son.  In  1840  he  had  a  small 
son  also  but  that  one  must  have  died  since  he  would  have  been  more  than  seven 
in  1850.  Prehaps  he  too  died  of  the  dreaded  "swamp  fever"  which  was  the 
scourge  of  that  low-land  area  every  summer,  especially  for  the  children-* 
or  so  I  was  told. 

John  P.  Henderson 

This  son  married  in  1836  so  his  bride  may  have  been  a  Johnson  County  girl,. 

At  any  rate  we  know  her  parents  were  living  in  Johnson  County  in  1842*  We  also 
know  from  the  old  Presbyterian  Church  records  that  John  P.  lived  in  the 
Hurricane  Creek  area.  In  1852  as  one  of  its  elders  he  took  title  to  a  lot 
on  which  his  congregation  was  to  erect  its  meeting  house.  In  1850  he  bought 
a  place  from  his  brother,  Robert,  for  #1100.00  and  in  a  month  later  another 
tract  from  Thomas  McClarey  for  #1200.00  so  John  P.  was  fairly  prosperous € 

The  1850  Johnson  County  census  lists  a  John  Henderson  the  correct  age  for 

our  John  P.and  with  wife  Sarah.  Their  children  were: 

Eliza  9  years  Gredda  4  years 

Mary  A.  7  years  Louisa  2  years. 

The  name  "Gredda"  probably  is  incorrect.  It  was  illegible. 

Cousin  Mae  Holman  Jones-the  granddaughter  of  Mitchell  already  mentioned-- 
wrote  onao  that  Uncle  John  Henderson  had  a  daughter  named  Louella  who  at  one 
time  w?. 3  ^?vy  interested  in  her  family  history c  But  the  last  Mae  heard  of  her 
she  was  past  ninety  years  of  age  and  being  cared  for  in  a  nursing  home  in 
Franklin.  I  wish  we  had  known  of  her  in  time  to  have  shared  our  information 
with  each  other, 
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Sister  Mary  seems  to  have  been  the  member  of  the  family  who  kept  in  closest 
touch  with  Joseph.  Her  letters  and  the  records  she  sent  have  been  of  so  much 
assistance  in  collecting  this  information  on  her  father’s  family. 

Banta's  "History  of  Johnson  County”  which  I  located  in  the  State  Library  gives 
a  sketch  of  Mary's  son,  William  H.  Fisher,  a  Civil  War  soldier  born  in  Johnson 
Co’.mty  in  1840. Hi3  fathsr  was  Captain  Williem  H  Fisher  and  his  mother's 
father  was  John  Henderson  whose  father  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  Here  we 
have  absolutely  the  only  rsferenoe  ever  located  to  John's  father.  i/Vhat  a 
pity  that  his  name  was  not  inoludedi  Prehaps  Mary  did  not  know  her  grandfather's 
name.  Maybe  John's  ohildren  had  never  heard  their  father  speak  of  his  father? 

* 

The  1840  census  lists  the  Fishers  with  two  sons  under  five  years  of  age.  One 
probably  woo  William  H.  Jr.  If  1  located  their  1850  census  I  failed  to  copy 
the  information.  All  I  know  else  about  their  children  is  that  in  Hurricane 
Ceme+ary  I  found  four  small  headstones  of  their  infants  who  may  have  died  at 
birth  for  there  are  no  first  names  on  the  stones.  They  lie  close  beside  the 
graves  of  their  mother  and  father. 

We  know  from  Martin's  letter  (see  copy  further  on)  that  Mary's  husband  died 
in  1886.  Mary  lived  on  four  years  after  his  death. 

James  Henderson 

James'  death  certificate  was  the  only  one  I  located  in  the  Johnson  County  Court 
House  for  any  member  of  the  family.  It  states  that  his  death  came  after  fifteen 
days  of  illness  with  abdominal  congestion.  (Probably  appendicitis  or  maybe 
cancer.)  It  gives  his  birthstate  as  Kentucky  and  the  birth  states  of  both  his 
parents  as  Pennsylvania. 

In  Mary's  letter  to  Joseph  telling  of  James'  death  she  wrote  that  the  farm  had 
been  divided  into  three  parts—  Sally  taking  the  middle  portion  with  the  house, 
Jane  the  south  part  and  T©trick  the  north.  The  tract  totaled  just  under  sixty 
acres  so  must  have  been  the  farm  which  James  inherited  from  his  father. 

The  name  "Tetriok"  intrigues  me  with  the  possibility  that  Sarah  Glass's 
mother  may  have  been  related  to  Grandma  Henderson's  mother,  Mary  Tetrick  Stark. 
Also  in  Mr.  Nelsohf§  History  of  Religious  Development  in  Hurricane  Community 
I  noted  that  T. Henderson  served  as  pastor  of  one  of  the  churches  for  one  year 
in  1905.  I  wonder  if  he  was  James'  son,  Tetrick  Henderson. 

Census  records  for  1850  and  1860  in  Johnson  County  certainly  should  be  searched 
for  names  of  other  children  of  James  and  Sarah. 

Robert  H.  Henderson. 


There  are  quite  a  few  property  transactions  on  Johnson  County  records  for 
Robert  Anderson, one  of  which  at  least  was  in  the  Hurricane  Creek  area.  That 
was  in  1870  when  a  farm  was  sold  for  ■jlGGO.OO.  The  smal]  photograph  of  Robert 
and  wife  was  taken  in  Harrisouville,  Missouri,  probably  around  1870  or  1871. 
Prehaps  ha  left  lohncon  County  when  he  sold  the  farm.  In  IGod,  according  to 
Martin's  letter  of  that  date, Robert  was  living  in  San  Jose,  California. 
Undoubtedly  it  was  his  son  whom  I  visited  in  ..'hit tier,  California,  in  1924. 
Robert's  census  records  for  1850  and  1860  should  provide  us  with  the  names 
cf  his  children. 
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Sarah  A,  E.  Henderson 

Tha  sketoh  of  Abram  Bergen  in  Banta* s  History  of  Johnson  County  states  that 
he  was  born  in  flenry  County,  Kentucky,  in  1818—  the  son  of  Garrett  and  Mary 
Banta  Bergen,  He  oame  to  Johnson  County  in  1831  where  he  became  a  tanner  and 
butcher.  He  was  married  to  Sarah  Henderson  in  1843,  In  1849  he  moved  his 
family  to  Bean  Bios son,  County,  Indiana, but  moved  back  to  Johnson  County  in 
1860,  His  wife  "was  killed  in  an  accident  August  11,  1875  at  the  age  of  52 
yoars"  Sarah  and  Abram  had  four  children  but  their  names  were  not  given  in 
the  sketoh.  I  certainly  would  like  to  know  what  type  of  accident  killed  Sarah. 

I  am  sure  I  did  not  inquire  for  her  death  certificate  at  the  Jojmson  County 
Court  House.  It  should  be  there. 

In  a  recent  letter  Cousin  Mae  Holman  Jones  told  of  reading  an  obituary  in  a 
Franklin  paper  some  time  back  for  the  Reverend  Sylvester  Bergen.  Mae  remembered 
her  mother  speaking  of  "Cousin  Sylvester  Bergen"  so  he  must  have  been  our  Sarah’s 
son.  The  obituary  listed  three  children  for  Reverend  Sylvester:  Reverend 
Stanley  Bergen,  Reverend  Harry  Bergen  and  Miss  Laura  Bergen  but  Mae  had  no 
addresses  for  them.  I  ran  a  notice  in  one  of  the  Franklin  papers  trying  to 
get  in  touch  with  one  of  them  but  had  no  success. 

Joseph  Cunningham  Henderson 

Joseph  was  our  grandfather.  His  Civil  War  record  on  file  in  the  India*  State 
library  states  that  he  was  born  in  Clark  County,  Indiana,  was  six  fee  ue 
inch  tall  and  had  blue  eyes  and  dark  hair.  He  was  mustered  in  December  3,  1863 
and  discharged  July  21,  1865. 

Joseph  was  married  twice.  His  first  wife  was  Sarah  Merile  who  died  at  uhe 
birth  of  their  first  ohild.  I  learned  of  this  first  marriage  when  I  v;  v  about 
fifteen.  Grandma  had  had  a  stroke  and  thereafter  called  us  all  by  different 
names.  She  called  me  "flhoebe"  and  it  was  then  that  ray  father  told  me  rr  >tt 
Grandpa's  first  wife.  Dad  thought  her  name  was  Phoebe.  He  said  thai  .  u  bad 
been  told  that  two  girls  who  were  chums  were  in, love  with  Joseph—  that  he 
married  one  of  them  and  when  she  died  he  married  the  other.  But  I  found  the 
record  of  both  marriages  and  the  first  wife  was  not  Phoebe.  Grandma  did  have 
a  cousin  Phoebe  Tetrick,  however,  who  was  about  her  own  age  so  I  suppose  that 
is  why  she  called  me  Phoebe.  I  do  not  have  the  date  of  the  death  of  Sarah 
Merile  Henderson.  All  I  know  is  that  she  was  still  alive  when  the  1850  census 
was  taken.  She  probably  died  that  fall  for  Joseph  and  Luc£  Ann  were  married 
in  August  1851. 

Before  the  Civil  *Var  Joseph  seems  to  have  prospered.  Having  bought  and  sold 
several  farms  previously  it  appears  from  the  records  that  in  1858,  four  years 
after  his  father's  death,  he  purchased  Martin's  and  Henry's  l/3  shares  of  the 
old  home  farm.  I  think  he  probably  moved  his  family  there  to  look  after  his 
mother  and  sister  Harriett.  I  believe  the  family  lived  there  while  Joseph 
was  gone  to  war.  His  obituary  states  that  he  was  at  the  capture  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  on  the  march  with  Sherman  to  the  Sea  and  at  the  Grand  Review  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

I  believe  that  Joseph  was  never  again  a  healthy  man  after  the  war.  Wo  know 
that  in  his  later  years  he  drew  a  pension  because  of  service  connected  dis¬ 
ability,  chiefly  chronic  diarrhea.  For  how  many  years  he  drew  this  p  :slon 
I  do  not  know.  It  may  be  indicative  of  his  health  condition  that  no  c  -Jdren 
were  born  to  Lucy  Ann  and  Joseph  from  January  1860  to  March  1869.  As  remem¬ 
ber  him  he  was  stooped  and  the  tendons  in  all  his  fingers  were  so  drc  •  >.  *hat 
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ho  oould  open  them  only  about  half  way.  No  one  else  has  any  knowledge  of 
his  having  been  imprisoned  but  I  have  a  vague  memory  of  sitting  on  his  lap  and 
asking  about  his  hands  and  it  seems  that  I  remember  his  telling  me  then  of 
being  in  prison  during  the  war  and  that  his  condition  was  the  result  of  the 
hardships  he  endured. 

I  am  not  sure  what  year  it  was  that  Joseph  and  Lucy  Ann  left  Indiana  to  join 
Luoy's  father  and  his  second  family  who  had  settled  a  few  miles  from  Filmore 
in  Northwest  Missouri.  It  may  have  been  in  1866  when  they  sold  a  place  :>.n  Johnson 
County  for  $6400.00.  This  seems  likely  because  their  daughter  Mary  told  her 
children  that  she  remembered  when  her  parents  made  the  trip  back  to  Indiana 
to  attend  the  family  reunion.  It  was  in  1869,  however,  that  Joseph  and  j ucy 
Ann  gave  two  deeds  to  Henry  and  Martin  for  a  total  value  of  $6000. 00.  Pi ehaps 
this  was  after  their  mother’s  death  and  again  the  deeds  may  have  been  executed 
in  order  to  clarify  titles---  possibly  without  exchange  of  money.  Ai  any 
rate  they  lived  in  Missouri  from  before  the  birth  of  little  Ella  Dora  in  i 'arch 
1869  until  after  Ida  was  born  in  October  1872.  Lucy  Ann’s  father  died  he 
fall  of  1871,  and  in  the  spring  of  1873  they  came  on  to  the  State  of  Washington. 
(See  acoout  further  on  of  the  settlement  in  Washington  of  Lucy  Ann’s  brothers, 
Amos  and  Benjamin. ) 

The  trip  to  Washington  State  was  made  by  train  to  SanFrancisco  then  by  t>-  n 
to  Portland.  When  the  family,  consisting  of  the  parents  and  their  six.  ag 
children  plus  Lucy  Ann’s  half  sister  Ellen  Stark,  arrived  in  San  Francis’ 
they  had  money  enough  for  the  tickets  to  Portland  for  the  adults.  When  ey 
learned  that  fares  would  have  to  be  paid  for  the  two  little  ones  Lucy  Ann  and 
the  girls  cut  up  their  feather  mattresses  and  made  pillows  of  them  which  idiey 
sold  to  earn  money  for  the  extra  passages. 

« 

From  Portland  they  took  a  river  boat  to  The  Dalles  where  Bennie  met  thein  with 
wagons  to  carry  them  and  their  belongings  the  last  lap  of  their  long  journey. 

I  have  often  wondered  what  must  have  been  the  emotions  of  the  adults  in  those 
wagons  as  the  horses  plodded  eastward  over  the  rocky  hillside  roads,  in 
comparison  to  the  rich  level  lands  and  tree  bordered  streams  of  Indians.  those 
baren  wind-swept  hills  must  have  seemed  to  them  "the  country  God  forgot" 

But  Joseph  Henderson  had  reached  the  end  of  his  journeying.  He  could  not  go 
back.  His  sons  were  19,  13  and  3j  his  daughters  17,  15  and  six  months t 

So  Joseph  acquired  a  farm  high  on  a  bench  above  the  Columbia  River,  probai  y 
from  his  brother-in-law,  Amos  Stark,  who  had  managed  to  secure  title  to  W''< 
acres  along  among  the  hills  and  down  on  the  flat  near  the  river.  Lumber  wat 
hawled  some  fifteen  miles  from  over  in  the  Vallejr  to  build  a  house;  an  earthen 
dam  was  formed  between  two  low  hills  above  the  house  to  pond  up  the  water  \  a 
one  of  the  springs  for  the  cattle  and  horses  which  Joseph  was  to  acquire; 
a  barn  was  built,  fields  plowed  and  crops  planted.  Alfred  and  Laura  soon 
found  employment* leaving  Joseph  and  Oscar  to  make  the  family  living. 

For  fifteen  years  Joseph  struggled  with  the  farm.  Eventually  it  fell  to  the 
boy,  Ira,  to  peddle  his  father’s  meat,  fruit  and  garden  truck  to  peopj.e  living 
over  in  Klickitat  Valley  or  aoross  the  river  to  the  Oregon  wheat  and  catt.b 
ranchers • 

It  was  in  1882  that  Joseph,  Bennie,  Alfred,  Amos  and  others  built  the  be;*.  : 
little  church  which  still  stands  on  the  flat  below  the  hills.  The  Methodists 
already  had  a  church  on  the  other  side  of  the  town  site  which  Amos  and  Mr. 
Hickenbottom  had  platted.  There  was  considerable  rivalry  between  the  two 
congregations  but  the  Adventists  we’  tl  >  stronger  group  and  out-la; 

Methodists,  Generally  speaking,  howover,  the  little  community  was  peKceiu.*., 
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its  people  were  all  poor  together  so  far  as  money  was  concerned  but  they  were 
rioh  in  other  things  of  far  more  worth, 

I  think  it  was  about  1886  that  Joseph  finally  gave  up  trying  to  farm  and  left 
tho  place  to  Oscar  and  Ira  to  do  the  best  they  could  with  it,  Ira  was  sixteen,*. 
Oocar  older  •  but  very  hard-of  hearing  and  had  always  been  slow  to  think  and 
act.  Still  they  managed  to  help  their  parents.  Some  way  or  other  the  old  folks 
wore  able  to  purchase  a  house  down  on  the  flat  in  Columbus  as  the  little 
town  had  been  named.  When  the  "old  school  house"  was  torn  down  Alfred  and 
Ira  helped  Joseph  build  on  a  front  room  and  front  bedroom  to  the  little  house. 

It  had  corner  windows  in  the  front  room  and  seemed  to  me  as  a  child  to  be  a 
vory  attractive  home,  (Incidently  when  recent  owners  ope  ed  an  arch  between 
the  kitchen  and  living  room  they  found  old  newspapers  with  news  of  the  progress 
of  the  Civil  War  The  papers  fell  to  pieces  when  they  were  handled.  So  the 
original  house  probably  was  built  in  1864,  It  is  still  being  occupied.) 

Here  Joseph  and  Lucy  Ann  lived  for  the  next  seventeen  years--  but  not  always 
in  total  peace  and  tranquility.  In  1889  their  beloved  oldest  son,  Alfred, 
met  with  a  tragiq  and  fatal  accident.  In  1894  the  worst  flood  ever  in  the 
known  history  of  the  Columbia  washed  away  quite  a  few  of  the  houses  on  the 
river  side  of  the  town.  Laura  lost  several  children  and  finally  her  nearly 
grown  daughter,  Effie,  with  tuberculosis.  Malaria  ,  small  pox  and  typhoid 
epidemics  took  the  lives  of  so  many  of  their  neighbors’ children.  These  were 
great  troubles  but  Joseph  had  small  ones  too,  for  Lucy  Ann  had  lots  of  idea 
about  how  she  wanted  the  house.  Every  year  she  wanted  some  change  made,  I  am 
sure  there  are  no  boards  in  the  kitchen  walls  over  the  width  of  a  door  for 
Joseph  was  a  good  carpenter  and  a  compliant  husband  so  he  moved  windows  and 
doors,  built  a  pantry  in  one  corner  then  moved  it  the  next  year  to  another,  etc. 
Some  of  us  think  that  we  inherited  this  business  of  having  too  many  ideas  from 
our  grandmother. 

Joseph  was  a  devoutly  religious  man  but  unlike  his  wife  and  her  brother  and 
sister, Joseph  was  very  quiet  about  his  religion.  On  March  30,  1905  as  he  sat 
reading  his  Bible  by  the  front  fcoom  window  he  l.ooked  up  to  see  the  stage  from 
Goldendale  bringing  in  the  mail.  Then  he  remarked  that  the  small  dog  which 
always  followed  the  stage  must  grow  very  tired.  Shortly  thereafter  Lucy  Ann 
asked  if  he  would  build  a  fire  in  the  kitchen  stove  so  she  could  prepare  lunch 
for  Ray  and  Ethel—  Alfred’s  children —  who  would  be  coming  home  from  school, 
When  Joseph  did  not  answer  she  looked  up  to  see  his  head  leaning  forward  on 
his  breast,  he  had  died  of  heart  failure—  as  quietly  as  he  had  lived. 

Joseph  C.  Henderson  is  buried  in  the  old  hill-side  cemetary  above  the  town  now 
known  as  Maryhill.  His  grave  is  marked  with  the  usual  simple  stone  provided 
by  the  Government  for  deceased  Civil  YYar  soldiers. 

Joseph’s  and  Lucy  Ann’s  children  were: 


Alfred  Alonzo  b.  3/30/1854 

Laura  Alioe  b.  7/27/1855 

Mary  Isabelle  b.  1857 

Oscar  Lavel  b.  960 

Ella  Dora  b.  3/4/1869 

Ira  Lester  b.  6/20/1870 

Ida  Letta  b.  10/26/1872 


d.  1/27/1889  m.  Alice  Johnson 
d.  4/27/1943  m.  William  Masiker 
d.  11/13/1949  m.  Charles  Masiker 

and  Libby 

Greenwood 
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In  the  Indiana  State  Library  in  a  book  of  old  family  Bible  records  I  found  the 
children  of  Mitchell  and  Eliza  as  follows: 


Frances  Isabelle 

b.  1851 

m*  Holman 

George 

b*  1855 

Sarah 

b.  1857 

d.  1863 

Edward 

be  18 SO 

d.  1869 

Charles 

b.  1863 

d.  1891 

Martha 

b*  1865 

d.  1921 

m*  Charles  Mitchell 

William 

b«  1868 

Only  Frances  and  Martha  had  children*  '  Frances  had  Mae  who  m.  Jones,  a  son 
Newell  and  a  daughter  who  died  in  1924*  Martha  had  three  children.  This 
information  comes  from  Mae  who  was  widowed  in  1962  and  now  lives  with  her 
sen  in  Lebanon,  Indiana* 

The  only  person  I  found  around  Franklin  who  remembered  any  of  the  Henderson 
family  was  Mr.  Harry  McGill.  He  said  that  Mitchell  was  a  tall  and  very 
handsome  man  with  a  fine  singing  voice  and  that  many  times  he  had  heard 
Mitch  strike  a  tune  with  a  tuning  fork  and  lead  a  congregation  in  song. 
Mitch’s  grand  daughter,  Mae  Holman  Jones,  states  that  Mitchell  moved  from 
Johnson  County  to  Lebanon  about  1870  so  one  wonders  how  Mr.  McGill  could 
remember  that  far  back.  Of  course  he  may  remember  times  when  Mitch 
came  back  for  visits. 

Henry  W.  Henderson 


We  have  no  information  on  this  son  of  John  and  Isabelle  other  than  his 
birth  date  sent  by  Mary.  I  found  no  Johnson  County  census  records  in  his 
name  and  note  with  interest  that  Henry’s  name  is  not  mentioned  in  Martin’s 
1886  letter  in  which  he  wrote  of  most  of  his  other  brothers  and  sister . 

There  were  several  land  transactions  in  his  name,  one  as  late  as  1869, 
when  Joseph  deeded  some  property  to  him  but  that  is  all. 

Martin  N.  Henderson 

A  letter  from  Martin  (see  copy  later  on  )  dated  February  2,  1886  tells  of 
the  death  of  his  wife  and  lists  his  ohildren  as  follows; 

John 

Eugene 

Allen 

Mollie 

Ellen 

Archie 

Alice 

Charles 

The  letter  was  written  to  Mitchell  from  Greenup,  Illanois.  I  think  Martin 
must  have  moved  there  after  1870* 

Harriett  Ellen  Henders o n 

I  had  always  understood  that  there  were  twelve  in  Joseph’s  family,  the  ten 
brothers  and  two  sisters—  until  I  found  Harriott’s  name  in  her  father’s 
will  and  in  his  1850  census*  loiter  then  I  found  the  rest  of  "Sister  Mary’s" 
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record  which  included  her  name*  She  was  nearly  nineteen  years  of  age 
when  her  father  made  his  will  yet  he  speaks  of  her  choosing  a  guardian* 

I  asked  Aunt  Ida  if  she  remembered  anything  about  her  father's  third  sister 
and  she  did  think  there  was  another  girl  who  died  quite  young.  "I  think 
there  was  something  the  matter  with  her—  maybe  crippled  or  something1'*: 

Harriett  lived  more  than  eleven  years  after  her  father's  death  but  among 
the  deeds  exchanged  among  members  of  the  family—  particularly  Henry,  Martin 
and  their  mother,  I  found  no  mention  whatever  of  Harriett’s  name  and  no 
provision  for  her  care  as  specified  in  her  father's  will.  She  was  living 
there  somewhere  when  the  1860  census  was  taken.  All  older  Indiana  census 
records  may  be  found  in  the  State  Library  where  they  have  been  alphabetized. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  find  where  and  with  whom  Harriett  was  living  in 

1860.  . ; . i  .  . 

Thus  endeth  my  saga  of  the  family  of  my  great  grandfather,  John  Henderson , 

As  the  years  roll  on  we  hope  to  learn  much  more  about  hi£<,  his  parents,  hi  a 
wife,  her  parents,  their  sons  and  daughters  and  grand  children.  In  the 
meanwhile,  however,  with  all  of  its  mistakes,  we  now  have  a  record  of  the 
information  which  has  been  compiled  so  far---  so  it  cannot  be  lost. 

I  plan  to  send  a  copy  of  this  material  to  the  Indiana  State  Library  in 
Indianopolis  and  another  to  the  Johnson  County  Library  in  Franklin.  The?  ■: 
appear  to  be  the  two  places  where  our  cousins  whould  be  the  most  likely  to 
start  looking  if  they  ever  become  interested  in  their  ancestors  as  I  havec 

If  any  of  John  Henderson's  descendents  ever  read  this  material  I  hope  that 
he,  she  or  they  will  write  to  me  at  once  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  copies 
of  thi'  without  charge  as  long  as  the  copies  last.  I  also  plan  that  if  further 
information  reaches  me--  or  corrections  to  what  I  have  recorded—  to  ic.': 
additional  or  substitute  pages,  hoping  that  this  record  may  grow. 

Faithfully, 

Lois  Davis  Plotts 
4120  Olive  Street 
Vancouver,  Washington 
98660 
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Letter  to  Joseph  Henderson  from  "Sister  Mary"* 

White land,  Indiana 
August  28,  1885 

Dear  Brother  and  Sister* 

It  is  through  a  kind  Providence  that  I  am  able  to  drop  you  a  few  lines  to 
let  you  know  how  we  are  getting  along*  I  was  taken  sick  in  June  and  have 
not  seen  a  well  day  since*  For  the  past  two  months  I  have  been  up  and 
down  alternately*  I  have  lost  nearly  all  my  flesh  and  strength  too.  My 
disease  is  mostly  kidney  and  female  trouble*  I  have  felt  better  a  week  past 
than  I  have  for  three  months*  ' 

You  have  no  doubt  heard  of  Brother  James*  death.  He  died  the  26th  of  July 
after  a  very  painful  illness  of  sixteen  days.  It  was  bowel  trouble.  They 
never  oould  get  a  passage  through.  He  bore  his  suffering  with  patience  never 
murmuring  in  the  least.  When  he  was  told  he  could  not  get  well  he  said  it 
was  alright  and  breathed  his  last  like  he  was  going  to  a  sweet  sleep.  One 
link  is  taken  out  of  the  brotherhood  and  the  family  is  dropping  one  by  one 
into  the  grave*  Soon  we  will  all  be  gone.  If  we  are  only  prepared  to  meet 
those  who  have  gone  before  us  around  the  throne  of  God  ....... 

You  did  not  understand  me  about  Mary  Kelley*  She  died  last  November  full 
of  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality.  Mr.  Fisher* s  health  has  been  some  better 
this  summer  though  he  is  net  very  well  now.  Uncle  Thomas  Pattersons  were 
here  the  first  of  this  month,  came  over  with  Mitchell  and  his  wife*  Mitchell* 
wife  has  the  goitre  very  badly.  She  can’t  turn  her  head  to  left  or  right  at 
all.  Her  goitre  is  past  even  with  her  jaw  bone  and  looks  very  red  and  angry, 
John  Mitchell  and  his  wife  were  here  night  before  last.  They  live  in  Tipton 
County.  He  is  our  own  cousin.  Uncle  Gavin* s  son.  Health  here  very  good  for 
this  time  of  year--  no  fatal  sickness  in  the  country.  Crops  are  tolerable, 
wheat  was  good  but  thin  on  the  ground. 

We  had  a  letter  from  Sam’s  folks  a  short  time  ago.  He  has  not  been  well  since 
last  spring  when  he  took  a  severe  cold  on  his  lungs.  He  has  not  been  able  to 

do  his  feeding.  I  hope  he  will  be  spared  to  his  family  yet  a  while. 

Brother  James  did  not  owe  but  very  little.  His  personal  property  will  pay  a 
all  his  expenses.  They  have  divided  up  the  land  into  three  parts.  Sally 
took  the  middle  part  with  the  house.  Tetrick  took  the  south  part  and  Jane 

the  north.  Sallie  talks  some  of  selling  hers  and  Jane’s  and  buying  a  house 

in  some  little  villiage  and  living  on  the  rest  of  her  money. 

I  have  drawn  off  a  copy  of  our  family  record.  I  did  not  give  all  our  names 
in  full  as  I  knew  you  knew  them. 


From  your  sister,  Mary” 
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Letter  from  Martin  To  Joseph 

Greenup,  Illanois, 

February  2,  1886 

Dear  Brother: 

It  has  been  so  long  I  don't  remember  the  time,  I  can't  tell  whether  I 

wrote  you  last  or  not,  but  think  I  did.  Since  I  wrote  you  there  has  been  very 

many  changes  and  sad  ones,  I  have  to  record  among  other  things  the  death  of 
my  beloved  wife,  I  know  not  whether  you  have  been  informed  of  her  death.  She 
died  the  16th  of  January,  1885,  and  was  not  siok  long.  She  first  took  a  pain 
in  one  of  her  big  toes  which  lasted  several  days  and  it  left  there  and  she  only 
complained  of  being  tired  and  suffocation,  could  not  breathe  very  well,  had  a 
very  high  fever  and  when  the  feirer  left  she  sank  and  we  never  could  rally  her 

any  more.  She  passed  away  very  quietly  and  calmly.  She  was  prepared  and  willing 

to  go  though  she  hated  to  leave  us  all  behind  and  oh  how  we  miss  her  no  person 
oan  tell,  178  are  all  here  trying  to  do  as  best  we  oan.  Grandma  is  with  us  but 
she  is  very  feeble  and  not  able  to  do  much.  The  girls  does  pretty  well,  Eugene* 
Allen,  Mollie,  Ellen,  Archie,  Alice  and  Charlie  are  at  home.  John  is  married 
and  lives  in  Casey,  Illanois,  He  has  two  children.  Him  and  his  father-in-law 
is  running  a  brick  yard.  They  made  a  million  bricks  last  year  but  want  to  make 
more  this  year. 

My  health  is  very  poor  and  has  been  for  several  years  without  any  prospect 
of  ever  being  better,  We  raised  good  crops  except  wheat  this  past  year.  Corn 
is  selling  at  29cents  per  bushel;  wheat  80  to  90.  Hogs  are  3  or  3^.  Sheep  low. 

Hay  is  $6,06  per  ton  in  stacks.  Times  are  very  dull  and  money  hard  to  get,  I 
feel  discouraged  often  as  I  am  unable  to  work  any  more. 

I  suppose  you  have  been  informed  of  the  deaths  of  brother  James  and  Captain 
Fisher.  Thus  one  by  one  the  old  set  are  passing  away.  I  rec'd  a  letter  from 
Mitch  a  few  days  ago.  They  were  well  and  all  the  children  except  Frances  at 
home.  Samuel  and  his  last  wife  were  to  see  us  in  September.  Sam  looks  quite 
old,  John  is  quite  feble  also  William,  John,  Mitchell  and  one  or  two  more 
of  us  are  Adventists  except  on  baptism.  On  that  Mitch  fairly  preaches.  Also 
Robert  the  last  aocount  was  preaching  the  same  doctrine.  So  you  see  what 
changes  comes  over  us  all. 

My  faith  is  strong  in  the  belief  of  Christ's  reign  on  earth  but  not  in  its 
Jlresent  form  but  redeemed  from  under  the  curse  of  sin, 

I  want  you  on  rec't  of  this  letter  to  write  me  where  you  are  and  what  you  are 
doing  and  all  the  children  and  your  beliefs  and  how  you  like  the  country  by 
this  time  and  what  has  become  of  all  the  Stark  family.  Robt  is  at  SanJose  or 
was  a  year  ago.  I  am  as  ever,  your  affectionate  Brother  No. 10.  M.N.Henderson. 


Unsigned  L'etter  to  Mitofr  .  from  one  of  Sam's  children—  I  think. 

Macomb,  Ill.  Feb. 9, 

Dear  Uncle  and  Family: 

Again  the  Death  Angel  has  visited  the  circle—  this  time  taking  our  beloved 
father.  He  was  sick  just  one  week.  He  had  been  unusually  well  this  winter 
for  him  and  on  Sunday  he  took  something  like  colic  or  gas  on  his  bowels'  caused 
as  we  supposed  from  constipation  but  he  grew  worse  so  rapidly  that  vre  sent  for 
the  doctor  and  he  commenced  to  try  to  move  his  bov/els.  He  told  me  right  away 
that  that  was  the  only  thing  could  save  him  and  we  tried  everythin^  in  human 
power  but  to  no  purpose.  When  the  first  doctor  said  he  could  do  no  more  we 
called  in  another  and  they  consulted  twice  with  no  results  so  then  we  called 
a  third  doctor  and  he  tried  his  power  but  it  seemed  the  Lord  had  called  him 
for  he  grew  worse  until  Monday  night  he  died  one  of  the  most  terrible  deaths 
I  have  ever  wittnessed  and  others  said  they  had  never  saw  such  suffering. 

01  Uncle  Mitch,  if  I  had  known  what  he  had  to  endure  I  would  have  put  him  to 
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sleep  with  morphine.  I  was  giving  him  morphine  all  the  d»y  before  to  keep  hi.-; 
easy  for  the  Dr.  said  that  was  all  we  could  do  but  from  five  o’clock  it  seemac? 
to  lose  its  power.  He  was  sensible  until  he  drew  his  last  breath  and  the  la:.  l 
thing  he  said—  I  said  to  him,  “What  do  you  want.  Pa?"  and  he  said.  "I  vrav»t- 
ease"  He  was  filled  with  gas  until  we  thought  he  would  burst  and  he  vomits - 
up  all  the  lining  of  his  stomach.  I  would  give  up  all  I  possess  if  I  could 
only  forget  his  agony.  Thank  God  he  is  at  rest.  He  knew  he  could  not  live  , , 


Following  is  a  chart  depicting  Joseph’s  parents  and  descendento  to  my 
generation. 


John  Henderson 

b.  1779  in  Penn, 
d.  1854  in  Ind. 


ja.  Isabelle  Mitchel  in  1809 
b.  about  1791  in  Penn, 
d.  1869  in  Ind. 


Joseph  Cunningham  Henderson 
b.  1826  in  Clark  Co.  Ind. 

(m.  Lucy  Ann  Stark  in  1851 
h.  1830  in  Clark  Jo.  Ind) 
d.  1905  in  Washington 


A] fred 


Laura 


b. 1854  b.  1855 
(m.Alice  (m.  Will 
Johnson)  Masiker) 
d.  1889  d.  1943 


Ray 

Ethel 


Ail' 


Ef 


08 

fie 


kyra 

Walter 


Mary 
b.  1857 
(m.  Charlie 
liasiker) 
d.  1949 


Guy 

Roy 

kaie 


Iva 

Violet 


Oscar 
b.  1860 
(m.  Eva 


Ira 

b.  1870 
(m.  Martha 


Billington,  Brazeal) 


Libby  d 

Greenwood) 
d.  1937 


1942 


Lois 

Roma 


Ida 
b.  1872 
(m.  Willie 
Sanders ) 
d.  1964 


Uhiman 

Blanche 

Archie 

Eunice 


For  more  information  on  Joseph's  ■children  and  grandchildren  see  page  31  on. 
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riAwar:  pu3uc  lksary 


OUR  STARKS 


Until  just  a  few  years  ago  all  of  us  descendents  of  Luoy  Ann  Stark  Henderson 
were  firmly  convinced  that  we  had  at  least  one  famous  anoestor—  the  illustrious 
General  John  Stark  of  Revolutionary  War  fame.  The  old  folks  told  us  so.  Aunt 
Ell  said  her  father,  Abe  Stark,  told  her  so  when  she  was  a  child.  We  believed 
we  were  General  John's  direct  descendents. 


I  ha.  learned  from  our  family  records  that  Abe  Stark's  father  was  tfacob,  born 
in  1765.  So  my  first  efforts  to  3earoh  out  my  Stark  ancestors  was  to  borrow 
a  book  from  the  library  on  the  life  of  General  John  Stark.  In  it  I  found  that 
in  the  year  1765  John  and  Mollie  Stark  had  a  daughter  whom  they  named  "Eleanor"* 
For  a  while  I  thought  probably  Abe  was  a  son  of  General  John's  brother,  Williagi, 
Finially  T  found  a  reference  to  a  Commodore  Amos  Stark,  also  of  Revolutionary 
War  fame.  The  name  "Amos "might  tie  us  in  with  the  Commodore—  since  it  was  such 
a  familiar  name  in  our  family.  And  it  did.  Eventually  I  learned  of  a  book,  "The 
Aaron  Stark  Family"  where  someone  had  found  a  Jacob  Stark  born  in  1765.  I 
was  able  to  purchase  a  copy  of  the  book  and  am  sure  the  Jacob  named  therein 
is  my  Great  Great  grandfather.  If  any  reader  undertakes  to  locate  our  Jacob 
in  that  book  he  is  No.  Ill,  son  of  Amos  No. 39,  son  of  Aaron  No .8,  son  of 
Aaron  No.  2,  eldest  son  of  Aaron  No.l— the  old  Scotchman  who  arrived  in  New 
England  only  a  few  years  after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims.  The  immigrant  was 
my  six  times  great  grandfather,  as  follows! 


Aaron  Stark 

b.  ca  1608 

d. 

1685  Groton 

Aaron  Stark 

b.  before  1665 

d. 

Aaron  Stark 

b.  1678 

d. 

after  1744 

Amos  Stark 

b.  before  1729 

d. 

Jacob  Stark 

b.  1765 

d. 

Abraham  Stark 

b.  1795 

d. 

1871 

Luoy  Ann  Stark 

b.  1830 

d. 

1915 

Ira  Henderson 

b.  1870 

d. 

1942 

Lois 

b.  1896 

Conn. 

m.  Margaret  ?? 

m.  Hannah  ( Goble )Thompkins 

m.  Sarah  ??? 

m.  Mary  Tetrick  &  Eliz.  Dunlap 
m.  Joseph  Henderson 
m.  Martha  Brazeal 


Following  are  brief  notes  on  the  first  five  of  the  above  generations  of  ances¬ 
tors,  as  recorded  in  Charles  Stark’s  book. 


Aaron  Stark,  No.  1. 

Very  old  records  show  that  this  first  Stark  of  this  line  to  come  to  America 
was  a  well  established  citizen  in  the  area  of  Groton,  Conneticut  by  1653.  In 
a  deposition  signed  by  him  relative  to  a  border  dispute  between  the  states  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  on  June  11 F  1663  he  stated  that  he  was  sixty-five 
years  old.  This  establishes  his  birth  year. The  place  of  his  birth,  the  name 
of  his  wife  and  the  date  of  his  arrival  in  America  have  never  been  dicovered# 
Records  show  that  he  fought  the  Indians  in  "King  Phillip's  War  and  was  given 
a  grant  of  land  in  payment.  In  1666  he  was  among  many  who  took  "the  Freeman' s 
Oath"to  establish  his  right  to  vote,  I  believe.  The  last  record  found  for  him 
was  in  1673  when  he  claimed  bounty  for  killing  two  wolves.  He  had  eight  children. 

Aaron  Stark  No, 8 

The  main  information  given  concerning  this  eldest  son  of  the  immigrant  is  that 
in  1717  he  signed  as  one  of  the  grantees  in  the  deed  made  by  his  brother*  William* 
for  property  William  was  giving  to  the  Baptist  Church.  Some  other  record  proves 
he  wat,  born  in  1676  and  that  his  wife's  first  name  was  Margaret.  They  had  seven 

Childrens 
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About  1730-  John  Culver,  Jr,,  a  first  cousin  to  Aaron  #8,  conducted  a  party  of 
settlers  to  New  Jersey  where  they  located  at  "Schooley' s  Mountain,  Aaron  #8 
must  have  been  one  of  this  party  for  on  May  29,  1744,  as  a  resident  of  Morris¬ 
town,  New  Jersey,  he  deeded  some  land  which  he  owned  back  up  in  Groton  to  his 
father, for  fifty  pounds, 

Amos  Stark  #39 

Amos  #  39  was  the  third  son  of  Aaron  #8,  He  married  a  widow,  Hannah  (Goble) 
Thompkins,  Hannah  had  four  children  by  Amos—  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob  and  Amos  #  11^ 
Amos  #  39  died  in  1767  a  feiy  months  before  Amos  # 112  was  born.  So  poor  Hannah 
was  left  a  widow  again  and  this  time  with  four  small  boys  to  rear, 

Jaoob  Stark  #111  , 

Jacob,  our  great  great  grandfather  must  have  been  born  in  Morristown,  N.J.  for 
it  was  there  his  father  recorded  his  will  in  1757, 

By  1794  Jacob’s  younger  brother  Amos  #112  was  living  in  Minisink,  New  York 
where  on  December  21  of  that  year  he  secured  a  license  to  wed,  We  know  from  our 

Stark  Family  records  that  Jacob's  sod,  Abe,  .  was  born  in  July  1795  and  from 

census  records  that  his  birth  state  was  New  York.  Orin  Williams,  a  grandson  of 
Abe  remembered  that  "the  Starks  came  west  from  New  York.  I  think  it  was  from 
a  place  which  began  with  'S'—  maybe  Schnectdedjr".  A  few  years  after  his  mariage— 
records  show  that  Amos  Stark,  #112 "had  moved  to  the  head  of  Seneca  Lake.  (Begins 
with  ’S’)  so  I  believe  that  our  Jacob  came  west  from  the  area  of  Seneca  Lake 
where  he  had  moved  probably  when  his  brother  moved.  If  so  there  should  be  records 

to  prove  it.  Evidently  Charles  Stark  had  been  unable  to  learn  anything  at  all 

about  Jacob,  however,  except  the  year  of  his  birth,  but  we  know  quite  a  bit. 

First  I  knew  that  about  the  year.  1800  many  itchy-footed  families  were  flocking 
to  Kentucky  so  I  looked  there  in  the  1800  tax  lists  for  Starks,  I  found  them: 

An  Abraham,  two  Daniels,  three  Johns,  and  three  Josephs  in  Henry  County,  a  Daniel 
in  Fayette  County  a  Thomas  in  Bourbon  County  and  a  Jaoob  in  Shelby  County.  I 
believe  the  latter  was  our  Jacob  #111  and  the  Abe  in  Henry  County  his  brother  #110. 

Before  going  cn  vith  Jaoob’ a  stcry  I  want  to  list  his  children  as  copied  from 
a  single  sheet  of  narrow  ruled  tablet  paper  found  in  Lucy  Ann’s  Bible.  The  paper 
is  well  preserved  and  the  writing  neat  and  legible.  It  reads  as  follows: 

"Jacob  Starks  was  born  August  4,  1765.  Sarah  Starks  was  born  October  7,  1773. 

Abraham,  son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  Starks  was  born  July  2,  1795 
Isaac  ,  son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  Starks,  was  born  August  13,  1797 
Jacob  and  Sarah,  son  and  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  Starks,  were  born 
July  14,  1800 

Polly  Starks,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  Starks  was  born  October  1,  1802 
My  wife,  Hannah  Starks,  was  born  July  15,  1804 

Permilla,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  Starks,  was  born  November  9,  1806" 

(Note  that  Jacob  gave  his  first  three  sons  the  same  names  as  his  father  had 
given  to  his  first  three—  and  that  Jacob  named  a  daughter  Hannah  for  his  mother.) 
(Note  also  that  the  man  who  prepared  the  above  record  was  Hannah's  husband  but 
we  do  not  know  his  name..-.) 

From  H';eloy  County,  Kentucky,  I  think  I  can  trace  Jacob  to  Washington  County, 

Irdi  Least  wayB  I  found  a  Jacob  Stark  there  in  the  1820  census  with  the 
folio«..ng  members  of  his  household. 
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Males  1  0/10 

Females:  0,10 

0/10 

10/16 

0/10 

10/16 

0/10 

26/45 

16/26 

45/up 

The  age  ranges  for  the  two  older  males  fit  our  Jacob  and  his  son  Jacob-  The 
two  girls  who  were  10/16  oould  have  been  Hannah  and  Permilla.  The  older  four 
of  Jacob's  children— Abe,  Isaao,  Sarah  and  Polly  were  all  old  enough  in  1820 
to  be  married  and  gone  from  home*  The  question  then  is— who  was  the  woman 
26/45  years  with  those  five  ohildren  under  ten  years  of  age?  I  believe  the 
answer  is  that  Jacob's  first  wife,  Sarah*  died  after  Permilla  was  born  in 
1806  and  that  Jacob  married  again  and  started  another  family.  The  fact  that 
Sarah  had  only  six  children,  the  youngest  born  when  she  was  thirty-three  years 
old,  lends  weight  to  this  theory,  (This  discussion  is  pertinent  and  worth 
recording  only  as  a  lead  to  future  research, ) 


Abraham  Stark  (1795-1871)  v 

This  oldest  son  of  Jacob  Stark  #  111  was  Lucy  Ann  Henderson's  father,  We  know 
that  he  married  Mary  Tetrick  in  Clark  County,  Indiana,  January  2,1822,  In  the 
1820  census  for  Clark  County  I  found  an  Abraham  Stark  with  no  other  person 
in  his  household. 

Next  I  found  Abe  in  Shelby  County,  Indiana,  in  the  1830  census  with  the 
following  persons  in  his  household: 

Males :  30/40  Females :  40/50 

20/30  30/40 

15/20 
5/l0 
5/10 
5/10 
0/5 

The  four  little  boys  fit  the  ages  of  Abe's  sons  and  the  younger  female 
is  the  right  age  for  Mary  who  was  still  alive  in  1830*  The  older  female 
and  the  young  uan  probably  were  three  of  Mary's  numerous  relatives,  the  older 
female  there  to  help  care  for  Mery  in  her  last  illness*  Lucy  Ann  was  born  in 
April  It^O  so  prehaps  the  census  was  taken  before  her  birth. 


So  Abe  was  left  a  widower  at  the  age  of  thirty-five.  Four  years  later  he 
married  Elizabeth  Dunlap  who  according  to  her  grandson,  Orin  Williams,  was 
born  in  Tennessee,  According  to  our  family  records  Mary  Tetrick  was  born 
January  7,  1797,  Hers  and  Abe's  children  were: 


Joseph  b,  9/7/1823  d. 
Amos  b.  2/19/1825  d* 
Benjamin  T.  9/7/1327  d, 
John  10/15/1828  d. 
Luoy  Ann  9/4/1830  d* 


3/4/1841 

1893  Never  married 
1/30/1908  ”  " 

11/18/1887  m.  Mary  ?? 

m,  Joseph  Henderson 


Mary  Tetrick  Stark  died  10/9/l330,  Elizabeth  Dunlap  was  born  8/14/18H6.  She  an- 
Abe  Stark  wc?e  married  10/28/1834,  Their  children  were: 


Amanda  b.  9/3/1835  d.  9/14/L835 

Permilla  J*  b,  7/13/1840  d.  1910  m.  Charles  Williams  2/4/I868 

Elizabeth  E.  b.  9/26/1846  d.  1930  Nover  married. 
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Elizabeth  Dunlap  Stark  died  4/l0/l870.  Abe  died  10/l8/l871. 

Amo a  Stark,  Son  of  Abe  (1825-1893) 

Some  time  before  1849  "Uncle  Amos"  came  west  to  California  then  took  ship 
to  Portland  then  from  there  up  the  Columbia  to  his  chosen  destination — 
Klickitat  County,  Washington.  On  the  river  boat  he  heard  men  talking  of  the 
gold  strike  in  California  so  turned  around  and  went  back.  What  ever  he  did 
there  he  did  not  get  ricft.  But  he  did  return  to  Klickitat  County.  I  have 
always  wondered  how  he  heard  of  that  area  and  what  it  was  which  attracted 
him  so  much.  (The  story  of  Amos’  first  trip  and  return  to  California  was 
learned  from  Nellie  McCann  who  remembered  him  very  well.  In  fact  he  once 
told  her  she  should  write  down  the  stories  he  told  her  beoause  some  day  they 
would  be  history,  but  Nellie  never  got  around  to  it.) 

We  have  only  fragmentary  information  concerning  Amos'  first  twenty  years 
in  Klickitat  County.  Somewhere  we  learned  that  he  was  Klickitat's  delegate 
to  Olympia  for  the  convention  which  framed  Washington's  Territorial  Consti¬ 
tution  and  one  record  not  destroyed  in  the  court  house  fire  in  Goldendale 
shows  that  in  1865  he  was  Clerk  of  the  County  Court.  We  know  that  he  aoquired 
quite  a  lot  of  land  in  that  period  probably  all  on  the  hills  or  flat  down 
by  the  Columbia.  We  have  certificates  signed  by  three  presidents,  Lincoln, 
Johnson  and  Grant— granting  him  titles  to  lands  under  various  acts  of  Congress, 
such  as  The  Pre-emption  Land  Claim  Law,  the  Desert  Claim  Law  and  The  Donation 
Land  Claim  Law—  each  160  acres.  Some  time  before  1873  Amos  hawled  lumber 
from  over  in  the  Valley  and  built  a  frame  house  which  still  stands  south  of 
the  highway  about  a  mile  or  so  east  of  the  Sam  Hill  Museum.  It  is  still 
habitable. 

Down  on  the  flat  by  the  river  Amos  gained  title  to  about  half  of  the  area 
which  is  now  the  town  of  Maryhill  George  Hickenbottom  owned  the  other  half 
so  the  two  got  together  and  platted  a  town  site  which  they  named  "Columbus". 

It  had  fine  wide  streets  and  all  of  the  streets  were  named.  Later  Amos 
and  George  disagreed  over  ownership  of  the  great  spring  and  water  which 
flow's-:  from  it  down,  the  canyon  west  of  the  town.  They  took  their  fight  into 
court  an;;  battled  until  both  were  practically  bankrupt.  George  finally  wnn 
the  case. 

Evidon-xy  Amos  wrote  me s-  favorable  reports  of  the  opportunities  in  his  new 
country  for  /  in  1872  his  brother  Benjamin  came  to  join  him  and  in  1873 
his  sis tar  Lucy  Ann  and  her  family  followed. 

Amos  Stark  died  in  1893  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight.  He  was  the  second  member 
of  the  family  to  be  buried  in  that  wind-swept  cemetary  above  the  town  he  had 
dreamed  into  existence, 

John  Stark  (1828-1837) 

John  was  the  only  one  of  the  three  Stark  men  to  marry—  probably  around 
1850  and  probably  before  his  father  left  Indiana  for  Missouri.  We  know 
John's  wife's  first  name  was  Mary  and  that  they  had  a  son  Amos  and 
another  sen  cr  daughter r  John’s  and  Mary’s  son  whom  we  called  "Young  Amos" 
also  came  to  Klickitat  County.  He  acquired  a  farm  out  in  Klickitat  Valley 
and  when  he  died  lie  left  it  to  his  lodge.  Following  his  death  a  nephew 
or  and  spouce  come  from  somewhere  to  see  if  he  or  she  could  lay  claim 

to  ‘heir  uncle's  farm.-,  They  oould  not  but  we  Jcnow  from  this  that  John  and 
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J/jd'iu  Lo\ another  ohild—  the  parent  of  the  nieoe  or  nephdw  who  tried  to  lay  claim 

to  "Young  Amos’"  farm.  Aunt  Ida  thought  they  were  Phoebe  and  Mr,  Crawford, 

Among  Luoy  Ann* a  papers  is  a  newspaper  clipping  of  the  death  notice  of 
Mary  Stark  on  11/12/1887  in  Long  Point,  Arkansas,  Glued  to  it  is  a  two 
line  notice  that  John  died  six  days  later—  both  of  pneumpnia.  No  children 
or  other  relatives  are  mentioned, 

Benjamin  T,  Stark  (1827-1908) 

Excerpts  from  U^cle  Bennie* s  obituary  tell  his  story  better  than  I  can, 

Benjamin  T,  Stark  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Indiana,  on  September  7, 
1827,  He  died  at  Columbus  January, 30,  1908,  •  ,  ,He  was  converted 

at  the  age  of  thirteen  uniting  with  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  He 
came  to  Columbus  in  1872  where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  He  ‘suffered 
from  the  dread  disease  of  cancer  which  finally  claimed  him  as  its  victim, 
(The  cancer  started  on  his  nose  and  finally  spread  to  the  entire  side 
of  his  face.) 

His  sister, Ellen  E,  Stark, was  his  constant  companion  through  life,  nursing 
him  in  his  illness,  doing  for  him  more  than  any  other  could  do,  she 
remained  faithful  to  the  last. 

Uncle  Bennie, as  he  was  called  by  all  who  knew  $im,  was  a  deep  Bible 
student;  prophecy  and  the  types  were  his  special  study.  His  faith  was 
simple,  believing  that  what  God  has  promised  he  is  able  to  perform. 

He  sleeps  on  the  hillside  to  await  the  coming  of  the  Lord—  the  ev.ent 
he  has  looked  for  so  long.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Elder 
Winterstein  and  Elder  Cooprider  of  Alfalfa,  Washington."  Signed  by 
Charles  E.  Bennett, 


The  above  obituary  does  not  mention  Ben’s  military  services.  Another  hews 
item  states  that  he  fought  the  Sioux,  Bannocks  and  Shoshone  Indians  on  the 
*  oml- i'-.;  in  Montana  in  1859  and  that  he  inlisted  in  the  Union  Army  with 
t  * o>:  ‘ is "h  infantry  of  Missouri.  This  little  article  goes  on  to  say  that 
Unci'-;  Hen  had  been  called  tno  "Luther  Burbank  of  Klickitat  County"  because 
of  his  work  propagating  peach  and  nut  trees  at  Columbus. 


Lucy  Ann  Stark 

This  youngest  child  and  only  daughter  of  Abe  and  Mary  Te trick  Stark  was 
born  in  Clerk  County,  Indiana.  Her  mother  died  a  few  months  after  Lucy 
was  born  and  she  was  reared  by  her  maternal  grandmother,  Lucy  Tetrick, 
in  Johnson  County,  Indiana.  For  the  rest  of  her  story  see  the  sub-section 
on  previous  pages  for  Joseph  Henderson, 


Permilla  Stark  (18 40-1910 ) 


Permilla, 

Stark’s- 

or  Johns  o 
18C3,  I 

tv  ?  r.  re¬ 


named  by  her  father  for  one  of  hi3  sisters,  was  the  child  of  Abe 
second  trife,  ' Elizabeth' Dnhlap.  Ferrailla.  was  born  in  either  Shelby 
r.  Count... ,  Indiana .  She  married  Charles  Williams  in  Missouri  in 
do  not  .:;w;  now  many  children  they  had  but  do  know  the  names  of 
-  I  bo  lie vo  4‘he  only  two  children  to  reaoh  adulthood. 


or in  Williams  was  born  in  1875  most  likely  in  Missouri.  About  1905  Or in 
came  west  and  lived  with  us  for  a  while  in  Columbus,  Later  he  procured 
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employment  with  the  Spokane,  Portland  and  Seattle  Railroad  and  rose  to 
quite  a  responsible  position.  Though  Orin  was  well  known  for  his  frugality 
he  began  to  support  Aunt  Ell,  his  mother's  full  sister, as  soon  as  he  cculd. 
For  the  last  fifteen  or  more  years  of  Ellen's  life  Orin  paid  Ida  Sanders 
for  her  keep  and  oare.  As  a  result  Ida's  home  became  the  only  home  Orin 
had  and  when  he  retired  he  and  she  purchased  a  home  in  Vancouver  where 
0rin  spent  his  remaining  years.  In  1945  not  long  after  Orin's  retirement 
he  suffered  a  heart  attack  which  made  him  a  near  invalid  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  Ida  cared  for  him  for  many  years  and  when  he  died  he  left 
a  will  providing  amply  for  her  oare  and  leaving  any  remaining  portion 
of  his  estate  to  her  children. 


Clay  Williams,  Permilla's  other  son',  became  a  minister.  He  married  and 
two  of  his  sons  are  living.  Bob  Williams  is  an  attorney  for  Phillips 
Petroleum  Company  and  lives  at  925  Cherokee  Avenue,  Bartlesville,  Oklahoma. 
Neal  Williams  lives  an  Cleveland,  Oklahoma.  I  believe  both  sons  have 
families, 

Elizabeth  Ellen  Stark  (1846-1930) 

Aunt  Ell  never  married.  Some  injury  in  infancy  or  childhood  caused  her 
to  have  a  humped  back  but  this  deformity  never  seemed  to  bother  her.  Some 
way  or  other  she  acquired  a  better  than  average  education  and  taught  school 
for  several  years  in  Missouri.  After  coming  west  Ellen  made  her  home  with 
her  half-brothers,  Amos  and  Bennie,  where  she  more  than  earned  her  keep, 
cooking  their  meals  and  making  a  pleasant  home  for  them.  Until  Amos  died.  ' 
thejr  J.ived  "up  on  the  hill"  in  either  Amos's  house  or  in  "the  old  red  house" 
which  Bennie  built  across  the  road  from  Amos.  Ellen  also  avquired  title 
to  some  lands  up  on  the  bench  adjoining  Bennie's  place.  Hers  was  a  reforest¬ 
ation  Claim  and  one  can  still  see  some  of  the  locust  trees  which  she  planted 
to  comply  with  the  requirements. 

As  early  as  I  can  remember,  however.  Aunt  Ell  and  Uncle  Ben  lived  in  Columbus 
about  a  block  from  the  Advent  Church  which  they  so  ardently  supported.  They 
had  w' .at  seems  to  me  now  to  have  been  a  very  large  two  story  unpainted  house, 
the  v  portion  of  which  was  a  wood  and  tool  shed.  The  large  front  room 
was  oic>:  .  u:sd  for  prayer  meetings  and  housed  the  mail  J>oxes  for  Ellen 
wp.s  tiv  town*  :  postmistress.  Some  of  the  upstairs  rooms  wore  always  rented. 

One  day  not  long  after  Bennie  died  Ellen  built  a  fire  in  the  kitchen  stove 
then  ran  over  to  Rolinson:s  store  for  something.  While  she  was  gone  the 
stove  p5.pe  overheated  and  by  the  time  she  got  home  the  entire  shed  part 
was  a  blazing  furnace.  Everyone  in  the  community  ran  to  help  but  very  little 
was  saved  except  the  post  office  papers,  and  a  few  pieces  of  furniture  from 
the  front  room.  This  was  at  the  time  the  railroad  was  being  built  through 
the  middle  of  the  little  town  and  there  were  lots  of  railroad  officials 
and  workmen  living  in  the  community.  They  went  in  together  and  donated 
enough  money  to  purchase  the  lumber,  the  neighbor  men  gave  their  labor 
and  soon  Aunt  Ell  had  a  neat  little  cottage  where  the  old  house  had  stood. 


Aunt  Ell  was  the  Florence  Nightengale  of  our  family  and  Miss  Nightengale 
sacrificed  no  mors  of  her  life  for  others  than  did  Aunt  Ell.  After  caring 
for  Bonn:-.:*  through  all  those  miserable  years  of  hi3  illness  she  lived  on 
in  her  cottage  a:-;  a  she  was  allowed  to  continue  as  postmistress*  Then 

she  -old  her  eventually  came  to  live  with  her  niece,  Ida  Sanders. 

Shv  helped  Ida  care  for  Lucy  Ann  through  several  years  of  invalidism  following 
crippling  strokes,  helped  Ida  care  for  her  husband,  Willie,  in  his  last 
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illness*  and  for  Ida* a  sister  ^aura.  Ellen  oertainly  lived  up  to  the 
precepts  of  her  religious  beliefs  if  anyone  ever  did.  She  was  a  little 
woman  and  never  physically  strong  but  6he  worked  hard  all  her  life,  was 
always  glad  to  come  when  others  needed  her  and  never  complained**—  never 
spok9  unkindly  of  anyone.  She  used  to  do  a  lot  of  audible  sighing  but 
that  was  beoause  she  was  weary  of  waiting  for  the  Lord  to  oome.  She  was 
so  sure  she  would  live  to  see  That  Great  Day. 

Though  Ellen  never  married  she  praotically  reared  two  sons--  Willie  Sanders 
who  oame  to  live  with  Ellen  and  Bennie  when  in  his  earl£  teens  and  7^illie'3 
oldest  son,  Uhlman  Sanders.  She  had  Uhlman  from  a  very  early  age.  She  adored 
him  so  that  Willie  and  Ida  simply  let  her  keep  him. 


OLD  COUNTRY  HISTORY  OF  THE  STARK  FAMILY 

In  ancient  language  ’’stark"  meant  "strength"  The  first  person  known  to  have  been 
called  by  the  name  of  Stark  was  John  Muirhead  of  Sootland,  the  third  son  of  the 
then  Laird  of  lAchop.  The  title  of  Stark  was  bestowed  upon  John  tduirhead  for 
his  bravery  in  battle  and  he  was  given  the  estate  of  Killermont.  By  1480  the 
name  of  the  family  had  ceased  to  be  Muirhead  and  the  eldest  3on  was  always  called 
John  Stark  of  Killermont,  In  1635  the  John  Stark  who  was  head  of  the  clan  became 
noted  as  a  sealous  Covenanter.  It  was  his  grandson  who  failed  to  follow  the  old 
custon  and  named  his  first  born  son,  "Archibald"  It  was  this  Archibald  Stark 
who  came  to  America  to  become  the  father  of  General  John  Stark  of  Revolutionary 
War  fame. 

The  Muirheads  of  Lachop  "derive  from  the  touirheads  of  Bothwell  (1100  A.D. )  and 
oan  be  authenticated  back  to  the  sixth  century"  The  heraldic  shield  of  the 
Starks  of  Killermont  carries  the  motto,  "Fortiorum  Fortio  Facta"  njhich  means 
Strong  deeds  of  strong  men"  ** 

General  John  Stark’s  father  arrived  in  Amerioa  about  1720.  His  line  back  to 
the  Starks  of  Killermont  has  been  established,  Aaron  Stark,  our  ancestor, 
came  to  America  sometime  before  1653—  probably  nearer  1630.  His  old  country 
ancestors  have  not  been  traced.  There  is  one  bit  of  evidence,  however,  which 
seemingly  connects  Aaron  and  his  descendents  to  the  Muirheads  of  Scotland. 

Oregon  historians  all  know  of  the  Honorable  Benjamin  Stark,  early  day  lawyer 
x  and  legislator,  who  once  owned  half  the  land  where  the  city  of  Portland  now 
stands.  It  is  said  that  he  had  in  his  possession  an  ages-old  family  heirloom 
ring  and  that  inscribed  on  the  inside  of  it  was  the  identical  motto  as  is  borne 
on  the  shield  of  the  Killermont  family  of  Starks.  The  Honorable  Benjamin  was 
a  descendent  of  our  Aaron  #1—  and  can  be  located  in  Charles  Stark's  book—.  Thus 
it  is  easy  to  believe  that  our  Aaron  was  of  the  Killermont  Clan—  of  an  earlier 
generation  than  General  John's  father.  Prehaps  he  was  one  of  those  younger  sons 
who  had  to  be  provided  for  so  his  folks  sent  him  to  America. 

**  The  above  notes  were  copied  from  information  in  the  front  of  Charles  Stark's 
book,  "The  Aaron  Stark  Family? 
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OUR  TETRICKS 


Before  I  began  my  anoestor  hunting  activities  all  I  knew  about  Lucy  Ann's 
mother  was  her  name  and  ’dates  of  her  birth,  marriage  and  death  as  recorded 
among  the  Starks  in  our  family  record#  I  had  been  told  that  Lucy  Ann's  mother 
died  when  Lucy  Ann  was  a  baby  and  that  her  mother's  mother  had  raised  her.  I 
also  knew  that  Lucy  Ann  had  had  an  Aunt  Sally  who  came  west  to  live  out  her  days 
with  her  beloved  niece,  that  Sally  died  and  is  buried  in  an  unmarked  grave  in 
the  Henderson  plot  of  the  Maryhill  Cemetery. 

The  first  bit  of  further  information  came  with  the  discovery  of  the  old  Tetrick 
Bible#  Frequently  after  Lucy  Ann  died  my  mother  would  wonder  what  ever  bocame 
of  "Grandma's  old  old  Bible"  Then  about  1950  someone  told  us  that  my  cousin, 

Roy  Masiker,  had  "a  queer  old  bible  with  funny  letters  in  it  which  came  to  him 
in  a  trunk  of  Uncle  Oscar's  things."  Sure  enough  it  turned  out  to  be  the  old 
book  mother  alone  remembered#  I  was  excited  when  I  had  my  hands  on  it  but  heart¬ 
sick  with  disappointment  when  I  opened  it  to  find  that  the  Family  Record  Page 
had  been  torn  out#  There  were  two  names  on  the  page  facing  the  page  which  had 
been  removed  and  on  it  were  two  names  which  positively  identified  the  book  as 
the  old  Tetrick  Bible.  They  were: 

Nancy  Tetrick  was  born  May  28,  1811 

Katherine  Tetrick  was  born  August  12,  1813 
On  a  scrap  of  the  family  sheet  still  left  in  could  be  seen  the  names  Henry 
and  Sarah.  There  is  no  date  of  publication  to  be  seen  on  the  Bible  but  the 
"ss"s  all  look  like  "fs"s  which  means  it  must  be  nearly  200  years  old#  I  think 
that  it  was  Sally’s  parents' ••  Bible;  that  Aunt  Sally  inherited  it  and  brought 
it  with  her  to  Washington;  then  prehaps  some  one  wrote  wanting  information 
from  the  Bible  so  the  family  page  was  torn  out  and  mailed  back# 


Undoubtedly  Nancy  and  Katherine  were  the  two  youngest  children  and  there  wbre 
so  many  of  them  that  there  was  no  room  left  for  their  names  on  the  regular  page. 


In  the  Indiana  State  Library  I  found  the  following  census  and  marriage  records 
for  people  by  the  name  of  Tetrick,  all  living  in  Johnson  County  around  1850. 
They  are  recorded  here  for  purposes  of  future  reference  and  for  preservation 
of  the  information. 


Marriages : 

Katherine  C,  Tetrick 
Mrs.  Nancy  T.  Tetrick 
Samuel  Tetrick 
Mary  Tetrick 
Juliana  Tetrick 
Lucinda  Tetrick 
Mrs#  Nancy  Tetrick 
Phoebe  Tetrick 
William  Tetrick 


8/8/1842 

2/28/1846 

11/19/1847 

1851 

1852 

10/23/1852 

4/l3/l854 

2/13/1861 

4/20/1871 


to  William-Ethhesdn 
to  Samuel  Tetrick 
to  Prucilla  Kelley 
to  John  Ragsdale 
to  James  Owens 
to  William  Taylor 
to  Samuel  Brown 
to  Peter  Watson 
to  Anna  Henderson 


(  Lucy*  s  daughter 
(  Lucy's  son  ?? 

(  Lucy's  sog  ?? 

(  John’ s  daughter 
(  Joseph’s  daughter 

^  !!  t» 

(  Sam's  widow  ?? 

(  Sam*  s  daughter 


The  following  all  are  1850  census  records  for  Johnson'  County# 


Henry  Tetrick 

Lucy  Tetrick 
Sarah  Tetrick 
Lucy  A.  Stark 


age  54  yrs 
"  81  " 


n 

H 


born  in  Kentucky 
b.  in  Virginia 
b.  in  Kentucky 
b.  in  Indiana 
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John  Tetrick 

Age  45  Years 

born  in  Kentuoky 

Elenor 

36 

Tennessee 

Mary  A, 

13 

Elizabeth 

10 

Samuel  Tetrick 

67 

Kentucky 

Nancy 

45 

Tennessee 

John  M, 

20 

Indiana 

Thomas 

11 

tt 

Martha 

6 

n 

Phoebe 

6 

n 

Mary  C, 

3 

n 

Joseph  Tetriok 

50 

Kentucky 

Elizabeth 

39 

•  ti 

James 

18 

Luo inda 

16 

(Other  bii 

Julia  Ann 

14 

were  all 

Thomas  H, 

12 

Margaret  J. 

10 

John 

8 

Elizabeth  C, 

1 

Samuel  Tetrick 

23 

Priscilla 

31 

William  H. 

1 

I  thinke) 


My  next  "find"  was  in  a  book  of  Johnson  County  tombstone  inscriptions  in  which 
I  found  that  Lucy  Tetrick's  stone  in  Mount  Pleasant  Cemetary  reads,  ?lLuoy 
Tetrick,  wife  of  John  Tetrick,  died  October  9,  1852,  aged  eighty-four  years". 
This  not  only  gave  us  the  dates  of  Lucy's  birth  and  death  but  also  the  name  of 
her  husband—  our  great  great  grandfather. 


Now  I  went  looking  for  earlier  records  of  a  John  Tetrick,  I  found  the  name 
on  an  1800  tax  list  for  Clark  County,  Kentucky  and  in  Boone  oounty  the  name 
of  Jacob  Tetrick, 


The  next  significant  Tetriok  record  I  located  was  the  1820  census  record  of 
a  Samuel  Tetrick  in  Clark  County,  Indiana,  (This  is  the  county  where  Mary 
Tetrick  married  Abe  Stark  in  1822  so  I  gave  the  record  close  scrutiny,:  )It 
listed  12  people  as  follows* 


Males:  28/45 
16/26 
16/26 
16/26 
16/26 
0/l6 


Females :  45/up 

16/26 
16/26 
10/16 
10/16 
0/l6 


The  Samuel  Tetrick  in  the  1850  census  was  born  in  1793  so  would  have  be on 
28/45  in  1820,  Lucy  Tetrick  would  have  been  over  45,  These  items  will  the 
of  the  family  were  fair  evidence  that  this  was  Lucy's  family  and  that  her 
husband  was  dead  with  her  oldest  son  listed  as  head  of  her  household,  Two  of 
the  younger  girls  could  have  been  ^ancy  and  Katharine  depending  upon  when  t-.b,  • 
census  was  taken. 

Now  if  the  jchn  Tetrick  living  in  Kentucky  in  1800  WAS  Lucy’s  husband  i; 
to  reason  that  the  men  in  the  1850  census  who  were  born  in  Kentucky 
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most  likely  were  Lucy’s  sons,  John,  Henry  and  Joseph  were  all  16/26  years 
of  age  in  1820,  Mary  and  Sarah  were  two  of  the  older  girls.  By  putting 
together  all  these  bits  of  evidence  I  arrive  at  the  following  statistics  on 
our  great  great  grandparents^ 


John  Totrick  b, 
Lucy  was  born  in 
werre : 

Samuel  b, 

Henry 

Mary 

Male 

Joseph 

Sally 

Male 

John 

Female 

Nancy 

Katherine 


died 

between  1813  when 

Katherine  was  born  and  1820. 

.768,  married  about  1792  and  died  in  1852.  Their  children 

1793 

d.  ca  1852 

(l)  7  (2)  Nanoy-  a  widow) 

1796 

d.  ca  1874 

Mover  married 

1797 

d.  1831 

m.  Abraham.  Stark 

1799 

d.  before  1846 

m.  Nancy  ? 

1800 

dc  1861/65 

m.  Elizabeth  Owens 

1802 

d.  3874 

Never  married 

1804 

d„ 

1805 

d. 

m»  Elener  ? 

1809 

d. 

1811 

d. 

1813 

d. 

m.  Vi/illiam  Etcheson 

Of  course  some  of  the  above  statistics  amount  to  guesswork  but  following  are 
my  reasons  and  some  further  information  on  some  of  the  above. 


Samuel  Te trick  left  a  will  dated  August  7,  1852  (Book  A,  Page  1882  Johnson 
County  records)  in  which  he  named  his  children  as: 

Samuel  Houston 
John  Martin 

Martha  Ann  These  are  the  same  as  those  named  in  Samuel’s  3850 

Thomas  census  except  for  Samuel  who  is  listed  as  head  of. 

Gideon  his  own  household  in  1850, 

Phoebe  Ellen 
Mary  Catherine 

In  1844  Samuel  married  Mrs.  Nancy  Tetrick —  I  have  guessed  she  was  the 
widow  of  one  of  his  brothers  whose  name  we  do  not  know.  So  Samuel  must 
have  been  married  before  he  wed  Mrs,  Nancy  because  all  of  his  children 
in  1850  were  born  before  his  marriage  to  wancy  except  Mary  C.  So  his  first 
wife:  died-  about  1845,  •= 


Henry  Tetrick  was  the  son  with  whom  Lucy  lived  after  her  other  children 
married  and  it  was  he  and  Sally  who  helped  her  raise  Lucy  Ann.  I  think 
Henry  probably  died  about  3873  and  it  was  after  his  death  that  Sally  came 
west  to  be  with  Lucy  Ann- 

Joseph  Tetrick  married  Elizabeth  Owens,  daughter  of  a  well-known  family 
"living  in  the  Hurricane  Creek  neighborhood.  I  was  directed  to  the  "Old 
Owens  Family  Cemetarv2n  where  1  found  Joseph’s  tombstone.  I  bdliovt;  it  is 
a  government  stone  like  a!3  the  others  furnished  for  Civil  Warr  soldiers. 

The  little  ce.etary  is  in  pitiful  condition.  It  is  almost  cut  through 
by  a  country  road  and  is  surrounded  by  a  sagging  barbod-wire  fence.  The 
whole  plot  is  grown  up  to  weed3  and  small  trees  and  most  of  the  stones 
are  tipped  or  fallen. 

Among  Johnson  Comity  records  I  found  the  will  of  a  John  Howard  Tei  ic-k  dated 
in  1865,  In  it  he  bequeaths  4  his  mother  Elizabeth  a  farm  in  Ohio  which 
he  hud  inherited  from  his  father,  Joseph  Tetrick.  This  soems  to  establish 
the  date  of  Joseph’s  dec. :  9  end  1895.  Considering  th< 

of  stone  at  Joseph’s  grave  1  iihini'  it  likoly  thau  he  was  killed  during 
Service  in  the  Civil  War, 
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John  Tetrick' s  wife's  name  was  secured  from  the  census  record  on  a  pre¬ 
vious  page.  Since  his  youngest  child  was  ten  years  old  in  1350  it  appears 
that  he  did  not  have  the  usual  large  family. 

Samuel  Tetriok  |  2  in  the  1850  census  undoubtedly  was  the  son  of  Samuel  ,yl 
n&med  in  the  1852  will  of  the  elder  Samuel,  Then  I  think  that  the  William 
Tetrick  who  married  in  1071  was  the  one  year  old  child  in  the  household 
of  Samuel  #2  in  1850,  It  seems  very  likely  that  the  Anna  Henderson  whom 
he  married  was  one  of  our  clan. 

The  Origin  of  John  and  Lucy  Tetrick 

The  first  hint  I  found  of  the  possible  origin  of  John  Tetrick  was  in  a  book 
I  found  in  the  Seattle  library,  "The  Upper  Monongahela  Valley"  In  it  I  found 
that  an  early  settler  of  that  region  which  was  originally  Virginia  but  is  now 
West  Virginia  was  a  .Henry  Tetrick,  The  article  stated  that  this  Henry 
Tetrick  came  from  Germany  about  1760,  He  settled  first  in  North  Carolina  then 
came  to  the  Mongahela  Valley.  He  left  a  will  naming  the  following  children: 

Henry  and  wife  Elizabeth 
Joseph  and  wife  Mary 
John  and  wife  Arie 

Joshua  Martin  and  wife  Catherine  Tetrick  Martin 
Adam  Cunningham  and  wife  Ann  Tetrick  Cunningham 
Elizabeth  Tetrick 

John  Chamberlain  and  wife  Mary  Tetrick  Cunningham 
John  Swiger  and  wife  Elizabeth  Tetrick  Swiger 

(Note  two  daughters  by  the  name  of  "Elizabeth") 

The  will  was  not  dated  but  another  record  in  Harrison  County,  West  Virginia, 
dated  May  17,  1825,  indicates  that  someone  transferred  a  tract  of  149  acres 
on  Booth’s  Creek  which  was  patented  by  the  immigrant  Henry —  or  his  son 
by  that  name, -in  1795.  The  article  goes  on  to  say  that  Henry,  the  eldest  son 
of  the  immigrant,  was  born  in  Louden  County,  Virginia;  that  he  acquired  a  great 
tract  of  land  in  Harrison  County  (now  ^arion  County)  West  Virginia  on  what 
is  still  known  as  "Tetrick  Ridge','  He  is  buried  there  in  the  Tetrick  Family 
Cemetary,  One  of  his  children  was  Joshua  who  was  born  in  1803. 

Now  note  the  similarity  of  given  names  among  those  named  in  the  immigrant's 
will  and  among  those  listed  for  Lucy  and  John.  It  is  true  they  are  all 
quite  common  given  names  but  with  five  alike —  Henry,  Joseph,  John,  Mary 
and  Catherine jwith  Joseph  and  Catherine  not  extremely  common--  there  would 
seem  to  be  more  than  coincidence  involved.  So  I  believe  that  the  John  named 
in  the  old  immigrant's  will  was  our  Lucy’s  husband.  The  fact  that  when  his 
father's  will  was  made  he  had  a  wife  named  Arie  does  not  disqualify  him.  From 
a  recent  Tetrick  correspondent  I  have  learned  that  John  and  Arie  had  only 
three  children.  In  those  days  of  a  baby  every  two  years  or  less  time  if  a 
couple  had  only  two  or  three  children  it  means  that  something  happened  to  one 
of  the  parents. 

So  I  think  that  Arie  died  and  John,  though  considerably  older  than  she,  married 
our  Lucy  about  1792  and  left  Tetrick  Ridge  to’  follow  '  the  Ohio  River  down 
into  Kentucky.  Here  they  probably  lived  during  tte  yoars  Lucy  -was  bearing  her 
children.  Prehaps  John  died  therorthen  Lucy  went  on  to  Indiana  with  her  friends, 
the  Andersens  and  Starks. 

Since  I  did  my  research  in  Indiana  I  have  located  three  people  who  are 
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Tetrick  descendants.  Miss  Mina  Miller,  318  E,  5th  Avenue,  Hutchinson,  Kansas, 
wrote  that  she  descends  from  the  Elizabeth  Tetrick  who  married  John  Swiger. 
She  wrote:  y^ 

"I  was  told  there  were  seven  brothers  who  had  lived  in  the  villiages  or 
country  side  between  Hamburg  and  Breman,  Germany.  They  all  migrated  to 
the  Guernsey  Isles,  owned  by  Eng?.and  but  closer  to  France.  They  did  not 
like  the  soil  or  the  terrains  so  in  the  mid  1700's  they  came  to  America. 
Some  stayed  in  Pennsylvania,  some  migrated  south  to  Virginia,  others  west 
to  Ohio —  thence  further  west.  The  first  Ohio  locations  were  in  what  is 
now  Guernsey  County--  named  by  the  Tetrick  settlers  for  the  Isles  they  had 
left. 

My  Tetricks  were  from  Virginia,  now  West  Virginia.  They  are  supposed  to 
have  stopped  first  in  Pennsylvania  in  Lancaster  County  before  moving  to 
western  Virginia. *My  Elizabeth  marridd  a  Swiger,  then  a  Swiger  married 
a  Miller—  Dr.  David  Miller". 


Another  (Correspondent  is  Willis  G.  Tetrick  Jr.  who  lives  in  Clarksburg,  West 
Virginia.  He  wrote  that  his  father,  now  deceased,  spent  many  years  collecting 
his  family  history.  Willis  Jr.  has  all  of  his  father's  records  and  when  time 
permits  he  too  works  on  his  own  line.  He  writes  that  he  will  be  glad  to  try 
to  find  a  connection  between  those  of  whom  he  has  record  and  our  John  and  Lucy. 


My  third  Tetrick  correspondent  is  Mrs.  Carrie  Willey  of  Gaby,  Oklahoma.  She 
sent  a  chart  which  may  have  been  prepared  ,  I  think,  by  Willis  Tetrick  Sr. 

Though  many  readers  will  fail  to  be  interested  I  want  to  include  the  information 
sent  by  Mrs.  Willey  for  the  benefit  of  future  researchers  who  may  locate  this 
record  in  the  libraries  where  I  send  it.  So  Mrs.  Willey's  records  follow. 

To  assist  in  keeping  them  comprehensible  I  am  numbering  them. 

« 

The  immigrant,  Henry  Tetrick  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  had: 


#1 

Henry  J. 

m. 

Elizabeth 

#2 

Joseph 

m. 

Margaret 

#3 

John 

m. 

Arie  'Freeman 

#4 

#5 

Catherine 

m. 

Joshua  Martin 

Ann 

m. 

Adam  Cunningham 

#6 

mary 

m. 

John  Chamberlain 

#7 

Elizabeth 

m. 

John  Swiger 

Henry  #1  and  Elizabeth  had: 

#8’  Josiah 
#9  Joseph 
#10  mary 


Joseph  #2  and  Margaret  had: 
#11  Mathew 
#12  Euphany 
#13  kary 
#14  Peter 
#15  Andrew 
#16  Ruth 
#17  Elizabeth 
#18  Janes 
#19  Josephus 
#20  Uenry 
#21  Daniel 
;,22  Sy Ivanna 


m.  John  Cunningham  (probably  her  cousin) 


m.  Nay 

m.  Hobart 


m.  Crimm 
m.  Nutter 


• 

. 
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John  #3  and  Ario  had: 
#23  Josiah 
#24  Vashity 
#25  Chrispoher 


No  children  were  listed  for  Catherine  #4,  Ann  #5  or  Mary  #6, 

Elizabeth  #  7  and  John  Swiger--  according  to  names  furnished  by  Miss  Miller, 
had: 


#26 

Jacob 

#27 

John 

#28 

Henry 

#29 

Abel 

#30 

Rebecca 

#31 

Lavina 

#32 

Elizabeth 

#33 

Sarah 

#34 

Andrew 

Joseph 

#9  and  Elizabeth  b 

#35 

Harrison 

#36 

George 

#37 

Alfred 

#38 

Ozias 

#39 

Ruhanna  Ann 

#40 

Commodore  Baronet 

#41 

Mary  Ellen 

#42 

^nry  Marshall 

#43 

Martha  J. 

#44 

John  Blackburn 

]  Harrison  #35  and  Mary  had: 
Enoch,  G4o- 
George 
Alice 
Buhanna 
Elihu 
Caroline 
Almira 

*  Alfred  #37  and  Minerva  had: 
Lewis 
Laura 

Mary  Ellen 

Joseph 

Isaac 

Viola 

Bstella 

x  Osais  #38  had: 

Luther  8. 

Ellis  E. 

Elmore 
Charles 
Lulu  E, 

Ida  Myrle 
Daisy  Ann 
Lela  Tacoy 
Everet  T; 


m.  David  Miller 

(Lavina's  son  Joseph  was  Miss  Miller’s 

father ) 


m.  Mary  E.  Wadsworth 


m.  Minerva  Mclntire 

m.  Ann  Short  and  Nancy  David 


m,  Rebecca  Thomas 
m.  John  Short 

m«  Miss  Strum  and  Miss  Mclntire 
nu  Felix  Michael  and  Wm  J.  Conway 
nu  Mary  A.  Long 


m.  B»N. Shinn 
m,  E.J. Strum 


\ 


au  M.D. JOnes 
m.  A. R. Watkins 


,  m«  Taylor  Pyles 
su  A. J, Price 


>  .V--  :  • 
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yr  .04  - 


m.  T.W.Hpss 

a*  E.E, Me Daniels 
m.  John  W,  Sturm 
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Commodore  #40  and  Rebecca  had: 
Thomas  J, 

Martha 
James  W, 

Hattie 
Charles  M. 

Nettie 

Mabel 

Henry 

Clarence 

Jessie 

Mary  Ellen  #  41  and  John  Short  had: 
Charles  A* 

Samantha 

Henry  Marshall  #42  had: 

A±hhur  C . 

Emory  E. 

Virgil  J. 

Sella 

li^artha  #43  had  ] 

William  Michael 
Alice  " 

Cora  E.  n 
Homer  C.  ” 

Arlia  Me Intire 
Ray  n 

Ernest  D.  ” 

John  #44  and  Mary  had: 

L&oyd  W. 

Lola 

Russell  A. 

Aurora 
Howard 
Hugh 
Paul  Eo 

Henry  #20,  son  of  Joseph  #2  had: 
Margaret 
Catherine 
James  R. 

Marshall  F. 

Isabella 
Arie 

Sylvanus  Me 
Rosaline 
Eva line  M* 

°ertha  C* 

Simon  K. 

James  R.  Tetriok  above 
the  chart* 


m.  Charles  Long 

m*  Isaac  Me Intire 

m«  Otto  Strum 
m.  Charles  Strum 


'ou  R*  Hardesty 


m«  Charles  Hursey 


m.  Ben  Orr 
m«  A. J. Hess 


ou  George  Milan 


ou  P.G.Hall 


m*  L.R.Shaw 
m. 

in*  Harris  Hess 
ou  James  Cress 
ou  Char 1 ie  Cr imm 


was  father  of  Carrie  Te trick  Willey  who  sent 
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Tub  CHILDREN  OF  JOSEPH  aMD  LUCY  hfti  ULkbUdSOiv 


Following,  nro  the  stories  as  I  believe  them  to  be  of  th-j  lives  of  the  sen* 
and  daughters  of  Joseph  and  Lucy  Ann  henderson. 

Alfred  Alonzo  (1854-1889) 

Alfred  died  a  tragic  death  seven  years  before  I  was  born  so  of  courso  1  know 
little  about  him.  I  know  his  younger  brother*  Ira,  had  mono  than  the  usual 
small-boy-f or-big-brother  adoration  of  Alfred  and  that  he  never  ceased  to  grieve 
for  his  early  loss*  Alfred  was  tall  and  hard  working  and  very  kindly  in 
disposition.  ' 

In  the  old  denderson  Bible  I  found  a  letter  from  him—  probably  the  last  or.o 
ho  ever  wrote.  Since  it  is  the  only  really  personal  thing  we  have  of  his  it 
is  included  here. 


"Shingle  Mill,  Mar.  23,  88 

Oscar  the  old  shaft  is  broke  down  and  I  want  you  and  Uncle  Ben  to  come  out 
so  as  to  get  to  work  Monday  if  it  is  possible.  I  don’t  want  no  foolishness 
because  everything  is  at  a  standstill  and  expense  is  mounting.  I  can  ,  ao 
anthing  until  you  and  Ben  come.  You  will  have  to  bring  a  true*  to  haw 

the  shaft.  Uncle  Ben  better  bring  his  tools.  That  is  all  I  believe. 

A  1  f  r  fid 


In  January  after  the  above  letter  was  written  Alfred  was  back  at  Columbus  . 
helping  one  of  his  neighbors  to  dig  a  well.  Ho  was  down  m  the  well  loosening 
rock  while  others  worked  the  windlass  to  hawl  the  rock  to  the  surface.  As  a 
Toad  was  being  hawled  up  the  rope  broke  and  the  box  of  rock  hit  Alfred  on  his 
back  as  he  bent  over  in  the  well.  Of  course  his  spine’ was  crus red.  Hs  lived 
nearly  a  week  suffering  indescribable  agony.  Ira  was  beside  himself  and  begge 
the  doctor  to  end  Alfred's  misery.  Tien  Alfred  did  die  suddenly  it  was  as 
if  the  doctor  had  done  as  Ira  asked. 


Ab  ut  two  years  before  his  deatn  Alfrd  had  married  Alice 
Ray  was  nine  months  old  when  he  diod  and  his  laughter  was 
thereafter. 


Johnson.  Bis  son 
born  eight  months 


Alfred's  and  Alice's  children  were : 

Ray  Everett  b.  4/5/lb86  d.  7/l0/l951 
Ethel  Ona  b.  10/6/1889 


m.  Onnie  Ramsdall  ca  1913 

m.  (l)  Wm  Louis  Llatt  3/27/191G 
(l)  John  LaPasser 


(See  later  pages  for  Ray's  and  Ethel's  children) 
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A  short  distance  west  of  Maryhill  and  across  the  river  on  the  ^regon  side  is 
an  arroyo  known  as  Fulton  Canyon.  A  few  miles  up  this  canyon  and  on  the  right 
one  oomes  to  a  wider  place  between  the  walls  of  the  canyon  where  on  the  right 
many  tall  poplar  trees  grow  in  wind-break  rows  and  on  the  hillside  far  above 
them  is  a  fenced  inclosure  around  a  well-marked  grave.  These  are  all  that 
remain  of  a  once  bustling  and  fairly  prosperous  farm  home. 

It  was  here  that  in  1853,  George  ^iasiker,  having  spent  nearly  a  year  in  travel 
from  his  home  in  Illanois,  decided  to  leave  the  wagon  train, - stake  his  claim  .. 
and  build  a  home  for  his  family.  Ten  years  later,  just  before  the  birth  of  his 
fourth  son,  Martin,  George  died.  It  is  his  grave  one  sees  on  the  hillside. 
Either  by  intent  or  convenience  the  Masiker  home  became  a  sort  of  way-side  inn 
for  men  bawling  grain  and  other  produce  back  and  forth  from  Eastern  Oregon  to 
the  river  port  at  The  Dalles.  It  was  a  half-way  point  and  the  travelers  were 
glad  to  stop  and  rest  themselves  and  their  tired  horses  and  to  partake  of 
good  meals. 

Though  the  widow  Masiker  married  again  about  1864  to  Samuel  Price  and  though 
her  sons  were  very  helpful  with  the  outside  work  inside  help  was  needed,  so 
Miss  Laura  Henderson  from  across  the  river  was  employed,  A  romance  soon 
developed  between  her  and  the  oldest  Masiker  boy  so  they  married  and  moved  away. 

I  am  net  too  familiar  with  Aunt  Laura's  story.  She  and  Uncle  Will  lived  for 
several  years  at  Blockhouse  out  back  of  Goldendale  and  I  think  all  of  their 
children  were  born  in  that  place.  Out  of  nine  births  Laura  and  Bill  raised 
•only  three  children  to  adulthood.  Saddest  of  all  was  the  death  of  their  daughter 
Effie  from  tuberculosis  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  A  pair  of  twins  died  at  birth 
and  the  other  three  in  early  childhood. 


Later  Laura  and  Will  moved  over  into  the  Yakima  Valley  and  still  later  up  near 
Riel  and.  Laura  outlived  Will  for  several  years.  She  had  inherited  the 
fam- iy  tendency  to  deafness  and  became  nearly  blind  in  her  old  age.  She  and 
Kill  are  both  buried  in  the  Maryhill  Cemetary  by'  the  side  of  Effie  and  the  twins. 
Their  children  were: 


Amos 

Effie 

Walter 

Albert 

Myra 

Omar 

Lulu 


b.  9/16/1887 
b.  9/19/1879 
b.  12/24/1881 
b.  ca  1883 

b.  ca  1888 

be  1891/92 
b.  1892/93 


d. 

d.  12/7/1897 

d.  1892/93 

d.  1896/97 
cl.  1696 


the  twins  b.  probably  between  Albert  and 


Myra 


m. 


m.  May  Phelps 
m.(l) 


(2) 
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Mary  Isabelle  (L857-1949) 

When  Laura  and  Bill  moved  from  the  Fulton  Canyon  place  Mary  took  her  plaoe  and 
Laura's  story  was  repeated.  This  time  it  was  Charlie  Masiker,  a  widower  with 
a  small  son,  George.  The  young  oouple  soon  moved  to  some  land  which  Charlie 
had  acquired  in  a  most  remote  seotion  of  Eastern  Oregon  on  the  John  Day  River 
not  far  from  the  present-day  town  of  Spray.  Here  Aunt  Mary  bore  her  six  child’:' •. 
without  a  doctor's  care.  Here  they  lived  for  at  least  ten  years  and  in  that  time 
Mary  made  two  trips  ,f  to  civilization.  Qnce  she  went  back  to  Columbus  for  a 
visit  with  her  folks  and  another  time  when  little  Violet  was  near  to  death  from 
some  illness  her  parents  took  her  for  medical  care  to  the  Dalles. 

When  Vie  was  two  years  old  Unole  Charlie  either  sold  out  or  gave  up  and  moved 
his  familyback  to  the  country  they  knew.  Then  for  a  few  years  they  lived  in 
"The  Old  Blue  House',’  as  they  call  it,  situated  on  the  very  face  of  the  bluff 
south  of  the  Columbia  a  few  miles  west  of  the  railroad  junction  at  Biggs.  One 
can  still  see  a  few  trees  where  the  house  used  to  stand  and  it  appears  almost 
Inaccessible,  the  road  up  to  it  is  so  steep. 

Along  about  1896  Charlie  was  able  to  purchase  some  land  on  Neal  Creek  near 
Odell  back  of  Hood  River.  Vie  remembers  their  moving  and  how  a  snow  storm  hit 
them  as  they  were  nearing  the  valley  so  they  had  to  seek  shelter  with  a  family 
named  Mohr.  This  was  onNovember  7,  1896—  the  day  I  was  born.  The  paice  on 
Neal  Creek  now  became  a  real  home  for  Charlie  and  ^ry  and  their  seven  children 
counting  Mary's  step-son,  George.  All  of  the  children  grew  to  adulthood  on 
this  place  and  married  from  there.  Several  summers  when  I  was  a  child  mother 
and  I  and  sometimes  Archie  visited  the  Masikers  at  the  weal  Creek  place  and  I 
thought  it  was  next  to  Heaven.  I  remember  that  Aunt  Mary  had  her  wash  pots 
down  by  the  creek  where  the  willows  grew  together  overhead  and  the  water  rushed 
along  so  swiftly  with  the  fresh  smell  of  ferns  and  other  green  things  falling 
the  air. 


In  his  later  years  Uncle  Charlie  became  quite  a  writer,  of  articles  and  poetry 
and  was  considered  an  authority  on  the  history  of  the  pioneers  of  Central 
Oregon.  After  his  death  Mary  made  her  home  with  her  daughter  Maie  until  she 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  Mary's  and  Charlie's  children  were: 


Guy 

Roy 

Delia  Maie 
Iva  June 
Violet  Ella 


b.  12/19/1879 

b.  2/4/188I 

b.  11/15/1882 
b.  3/25/1885 
b.  3/30/1887 


d.  11/2/1918 
d.  9/18/1964 

d.  6/13/1913 


Oscar  Lave 11  (1870-1942) 


m.  Nora  Thrift 
m.  Marie  Paasoh  Masiker 
m.  Albert  Schiller  and  Emil  S 
m.  Emil  Schiller 
m.  Don  Crosby  and  Larry 
Chant ler. 


In  his  youth  Oscar  became  very  hard-of-hearing.  Prehaps  this  was  the  reason 
he  did  not  marry  until  he  was  in  his  mid-forties.  His  first  wife,  "Aunt  Ewie" 
was  a  widow  with  one  daughter.  Myrtle  Billington.  I  do  not  know  when  Lvie  died 
but  when  Oscar  was  well  along  in  years  he  married  again.  He  had  gone  to  work 
on  a  fruit  ranch  back  of  Hood  River  for  his  old  Columbus  friend,  Thomas  Goss. 
Thomas  had  recently  married  one  of  two  elderly  spinster  sisters  and  soon  Oscar 
married  the  other—  a  dear  woman  whom  we  called  "Aunt  Libby".  Froirm  then  on 
the  two  old  couples  lived  together  there  on  the  farm  left  to  the  sisters  by 
their  parents.  It  prooved  to  be  a  very  happy  arrangement  for  them  all*, 


Oscar  had  no  children. 
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Ira  Lestar  (1870-1942) 

About  a  year  before  her  death  Aunt  Ida  talked  to  me  about  my  father’s  youth, 
a  sai.  e  always  seemed  shy  and  reserved  and  refused  to  take  much  part  in 
e  socic.  activities  of  the  young  people  of  the  community.  He  was  six  feet 

?  lnr.eS  ai1c*  n97er  plump,  lo  hated  being  so  tall  and  it  probably  was 

is  ei6  which  made  him  foel  awkward  around  other  young  people.  He  loved 
nis  Horses  and  used  to  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  with  them.  *e  had  one  wild 
one  w  ic  he  called  Corbett  and  it  really  was  Corbett  indirectly  which  brought 
ei*  with  the  girl  Ira  was  to  marry.  Least  ways  I  understand 

a  was  orbett  and  a  team  mate  who  ran  away  when  Lucy  Ann  was  driving  them 
^  !aS  “rown  from  the  hack  breaking  her  leg.  Thereafter  help  was  needed 

or  the  housework  so  little  Mattio  Broazcalo  was  hired.  One  balmy  evening  in 
anuary  ra  asked  flattie  if  she  would  like  to  take  a  walk  in  the  moonmight. 

they  strolled  down  to  the  edge  of  the  bluff  below  the  old  Anderson  house 
o  w  ere  they  could  see  the  Columbia  glimmering  far  below  them.  There  with 
e  spe  o  the  moonlight  on  them  Ira  finally  got  up  courage  to  ask  Mattio 
o  marry  .  ua*  I  guess  she  didn't  hesitate  very  long  about  saying  "yes"  for  they 
ere  married  the  sixth  of  February.  (This  story  mother  told  me). 

After  ira  and  Mattie  married  they  lived  on  on  the  farm  with  Oscar  for  two  years 
o  so.  With  wool  prices  high  Ira  and  Oscar  ventured  into  the  sheep  business, 

Then  came  the  depression  of  1898,  wool  prices  fell  to  nothing,  they  could  net 
meet  their  mortgage  payments  so  lost  not  only  the  sheep  but  the  farm  too* 

After  the  loss  of  the  farm  Ira  and  Mattie  tridd  a  number  of  ventures;  keopir  r- 
the  railroad  boarding  house  in  Biggs,  ranoh  work  in  Yakima  Valley,  operating 
a  rooming  house  in  Oaksdale  and  finally  Ira  tried  steamboating.  He  studied.” 

ook  an  examination  and  became  a  licensed  river  boat  engineer.  Then  he  worko-;. 
as  engineer  m  a  flour  mill  in  Wasco  for  a  year  or  so.  I  remember  nine  different 
houses  we  lived  m  before  190?  when  my  father  finally  was  able  to  purchase 
a  home  for  us  in  Columbus.  There  were  three  acres  of  land  and  a  fairly  com 

hr««uble  !?USe*  planted  the  acres  to  peach  trees  and  planted  a  double  w.'.  i 
break  on  the  north  and  west-  box  elders  on  the  .outside,  locust  inside.  TV  e 
spent  as  happy  a  childhood  as  any  girl  over  had.  All  of  us  children  tberr 
on  the  flat  were  almost  like  one  family.  Vie  played  together  constantly  when 
ever  we  pleased—  down  by  the  river—  over  on  the  sand  dunes  or  at  any  of  ou 
homes.  There  was  nothing  to  harm  us  excopt  maybe  rattlesnakes  and  my  dot-..  0- 
Mack,  protected  us  from  them.  Our  parents  always  knew  where  we  were  for  Mack 
was  always  with  us  and  barked  constantly.  The  other  children  liked  to  cur-c 
to  our  house  because  my  parents  were  permissive.  I  was  the  only  "only  ch 
in  the  group  but  with  so  many  cousins  and  playmates  around  me  I  hardly  fcno\ ‘  ! 

I  suppose  I  was  spoiled  but  it  doesn't  seem  so  to  me  now.  We  were  all  r-  v 
children  but  I  got  spanked  as  often  as  any  of  the  others—  generally  for  , no 
of  two  reasons:  for  not  coming  home  when  I  had  been  told  to  or  for  losing  w 
sun  bonnett.  (I  had  freckles  which  my  father  liked  but  my  mother  detested  - 
she  made  me  wear  a  bonnett.  As  soon  as  I  was  out  of  her  sieht  the  bonne!* ~ 
came  off  and  then  I  would  forget  where  I  left  it.)  But  this  is  not  my  s-- orv 

The  railredd  started  building  right  down  through  the  middle  of  our  little 
town  about  the  time  Ira  bought  our  littlo  homo.  From  the«  on  he  always 
all  the  work  he  could  do.  Later  Samuel  Hill  came  along  and  bought  up  al« 
farms  all  along  on  the  benches  above  the  river.  In  one  year  nearly  eve 
sold  out  and  our  school  shrunk  from  fifty-five  pupils  and  three  teachers'  -o 
fifteen  <Tr twenty  pupils  and  one  toacher.  }  et  Sron  built  a  dam  high  in 
draw  toward  the  top  of  the  mountains,  thinking  ho  could  irrigate  all  thr'fl--- 
lands  he  had  purchased.  Ira  was  a  foromnn  on  that  project  the  two 
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it  was  being  built.  But  the  dam  had  been  poorly  engineered  and  planned  so 
when  the  water  cam3  into  it  it  leaked  and  it  filled  with  silt  the  very  first 
year  almost  to  the  top  of  the  tower.  Then  Sam  had  an  idea  he  oould  raise  fruit 
by  dry  land  cultivation?  so  the  orchards  were  planted  anyway.  Then  he  dec?.ded 
to  build  what  is  now  "The  Maryhill  Museum"  for  a  home  for  himself  and  his 
daughter,  Mary,  ard  Ira  had  steady  employment  there  for  another  two  years. 

(When  the  construction  was  completed  in  ?916  Mary's  condition  had  become  worse 
so  she  could  not  remain  at  Maryhill  so  her  father  abandonded  the  building  and 
it  stood  idle  and  empty  for  ten  years.) 

I  think  it  was  during  construction  of  the  railroad  that  my  father  was  first 
appointed  constable  and/or  deputy  sheriff  for  our  community.  He  continued 
in  this  capacity  when  he  was  needed  until  1916  when  he  decided  to  run  for  sheriff 
of  Klickitat  County,  To  the  surprise  of  everyone  but  himself  he  won  by  a 
large  majority  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  he  sold  the  little  place  and  moved 
his  family  to  Goldendale.  In  those  days  a  sheriff's  term  was  two  years  and 
a  man  oould  not  hold  the  office  more  than  two  terms  in  succession.  Ira  was 
re-elected  in  1918  then  when  hi3  term  ran  out  he  became  a  sort  of  city  night 
constable  for  another  two  years.  In  1922  he  and  Mattie  took  over  the  operation 
of  the  County  Poor  Farm  at  Cliffs,  This  they  managed  until  in  1926  Ira- -always 
a  hard  working  Republican—  received  an  appointment  as  State  Fisheries  Commiss¬ 
ioner  for  the  Southwest  districk  of  the  state.  This  work  he  enjoyed  very  much 
and  held  the  position  until  Christmas  1933  when  a  fienovratic  governor  came  in. 

From  1933  on  Ira  was  more  or  less  retired.  One  year  he  ran  for  Sheriff  of 
Clark  County  but  was  defeated.  He  had  saved  enough  ,  however,  for  him  and 
Mattie  to  live  comfortably  and  he  made  a  few  dollars  along  and  along  working 
on  his  hobby  of  gun  smithing  in  his  shop  in  the  garage. 

Ira  was  an  affable  man  and  made  many  friends.  Even  while  he  was  sheriff  during 
the  troublesome  days  of  World  War  I  he  was  a  popular  sheriff  in  spite  of  having 
to  enforce  the  draft  on  reluctant  farm  boys.  With  his  great  height  and 
Lincolnesque  features  people  never  forgot  him.  (When  I  return  to  Klickitat 
County  all  I  have  to  say  to  identify  myself  to  the  old-timers  is  that  I  was 
Ira  Henderson's  daughter.) 

Ira  died  of  cancer  of  the  stomach  after  two  years  of  failing  health.  His  and 
Mattie's  only  children  were: 

Lois  Madelyn  b.  ll/7/l896  m.  $enry  Davis  1920;  Robert  Plotts  1958 

Roma  Frances  b.  12/26/1911  m.  Ray  I.  Hopfe  1935 

Mattie  Brazeal  benderson,  b.  11/28/1869,  d.  2/l6/l961. 

Ida  Letta  (1872-1964) 

When  Ida  was  in  her  early  teens  a  new  young  man  came  to  the  community  and  set 
all  the  girls'  hearts  to  fluttering.  Though  he  was  slight  in  stature  he  was 
nice  looking,  he  could  play  the  violin  and  piano  and  he  "had  been  to  college". 

His  name  was  Willie  Sanders.  His  parents  were  dead  so  Aunt  Ell  and  Uncle  Ben 
took  him  in.  Soon  he  was  playing  for  their  little  dances  and  giving  music 
lessens  to  the  children  whose  parents  could  afford  instruments.  One  funny 
thing  about  him  was  that  he  walked  in  his  sleep.  Ono  night  he  crawled  into 
Aunt  Ell's  flour  bin  and  almost  smothered  before  he  was  found. 

Young  as  she  was  Ida  admired  Willie  very  much  but  thought  he  would  neve)  look 
at  her  with  all  the  older  girls  after  him.  The  summer  she  was  fifteen  while, 
she  was  helping  Mrs.  McCann  with  cooking  for  the  farm  hands  another  fciivw 
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asked  Ida  to  go  to. a  party  with  him.  Willie  was  there,  of  course,  and  did 

5  (This  story  from  Aunt  Ida,  hersolf  and  much  as  she  told  it) 
Theroaft_.  he  pa^d  me  quite  a  bit  of  mind  and  before  long  he  asked  me  to 
marry  him-  I  hadn't  even  thought  of  getting  married  and  knew  my  folks  wool'-’ 
^ot  like  it  and  sure  enough  they  didn't—  especially  her  brother  Ira.  Ira 
and  Oscar  told  her  Willie  was  impractical,  didn't  know  how  to  work  and  would 
never  make  her  a  decent  living.  Nevor-the-less  the  next  summon  while  a  lot  of 
the  young  folks  from  the  community  were  attending  Camp  Meeting  at  Troutdalo 
Willie  persuaded  Ida  to  go  on  over  to  Portland  and  be  married. 


Prehaps  Ira  was  right  about  Willie  to  a  certain  extent.  His  and  Ida's  first 
years  were  as  beset  with  moves  as  were  Ira's  and  Mattie's.  I  know  they  lived 
for  a  while  with  Aunt  Ell  and  Uncle  Ben,  then  for  a  time  in  the  old  Doc  Chapman 
house  close  by,  then  in  the  Baker  house  hidden  in  a  cove  of  the  hills  above" 
the  Stark  properties.  (Archie,  their  third  child  was  born  there.)  Then  I  can 
remember  when  they  lived  in  Uncle  Bennie's  house  after  Hen  and  Ell  moved  to 
^Columbus—  and  in  another  one  which  used  to  stand  south  of  Wade's  old  house 
"up  in  the  orghards'.'  Finally  probably  about  1905  Willie  was  able  ^"’purchase  "the 
old  Price  House"—  a  large  square  two-story  place  at  the  west  end  of  town — the 
next  to  the  largest  and  nicest  plaoe>  in  the  town.  Here  I  am  sure  Ida  and  Willie 
experienced  their  happiest  years.  Willie  loved  beautiful  things  and  though  they 
had  very  little  money  he  managed  to  buy  Ida  some  nice  things  for  her  home.  I 
remember  especially  the  9x12  velvet  rug  which  came  from  Montgomery  Wards.  It 
had  the  most  beautiful  red  and  pink  roses  in  the  corners.  And  of  course  they 
had  a  piano  when  the  rest  of  us  were  happy  to  have  a  second-hand  pump  organ. 

Willie  always  had  the  prettiest  roses  and  chrysanthemums  in  his  yard  from  which 

all  the  women  took  "starts?  And  Willie  painted  pictures  in  oils —  quite  nice 
ones. 


Willie  had  other  virtues  too, other  than  his  artistic  tendencies.  He  was  an 
especial  friend  of  our  Indians,  could  speak  their  own  language  as  well  as  the 
Chanook  jargon  and  they  came  to  him  with  all  their  troubles  and  business.  r  ‘ 

He  was  our  community  doctor  and  veteranarian.  He  swabbed  out  our  throats  with 
iodine,  he  pulled  our  baby  teeth,  he  plunged  a  knife  in  our  cows  when  they 
bloated  on  alfalfa,  he  doctored  old  Mack  for  rattlesnake  bite  and  finally  was 
the  one  who  had  to  put  the  old  dog  out  of  his  misery.  Reside  all  this  Willie's 
and  Ida's  home  was  the  gathering  place  for  all  the  young  folks  where  on  Sun¬ 
day  afternoons  they  had  little  musicals  and  sings. 

(If  the  above  seems  to  be  more  Willie's  story  than  Ida's  let  it  be  so.  I  have 
felt  for  a  long  time  that  here  was  a  man  who  was  never  sufficiently  appreciated.) 

When  Sam  Hill  began  buying  all  the  farms  on  the  hills  Willie  and  Ida  sold  their 
home  too  and  moved  to  Vancouver  where  Willie  found  employment  at  the  S.P.  and 
S.  depot.  They  rented  a  good  sized  house  and  Aunt  Ida  took  in  Mr.  Worthington 
as  a  roomer  and  boarder.  She  also  had  her  aged  mother  with  her  and  Aunt  Ell 
was  there  to  help  care  for  Lucy  Ann.  Even  I  lived  with  the  Sanderses  one  winter 
so  I  could  attend  high  school.  Blanche  was  married  while  the  family  lived  in 
Vancouver  and  little  Enice  died  of  measles  and  pneumonia. 

Shortly  after  Eunie  died  Uncle  Willie  was  stricken  with  heart  failure  and  was 
unable  eta?  continue  with  his  work.  Without  his  income  it  seemed  the  best  thing 
th^Y  all  could  do  was  to  return  to  Maryhill  where  they  could  live  in  the  old 
house  which  grandma  still  owned.  Grandma  died  in  1915  and  Willie  in  1918 
after  months  of  severe  suffering  with  dropsey  and  other  complications. 

For  twelve  years  after  Willie's  death  Ida  lived  on  in  her  mother's  house  to  which 
the  o-her  children  had  deedod.  her  title  to  thoir  shares.  Aunt  Ell  lived  there 
too  and  Orin  Williams  paid  Ida  enough  to  keep  Ell,  for  the  two  of  them  to  live  on. 
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In  those  years  Ida  hod  a  suitor  who  wanted  to  rv.rry  ,>; 
the  only  child  of  tho  Mai.'Jro:*  hoys'  mother  by  :.c<-  on., 
decided  agaiue his  offer  m’.K.h  to  the  re^rwt  of  bhooo  .•» 

much  of  «Jay. 


?*->  was  Jpy  ^rice, 
,‘u  «  '  ut  l--1 
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faring  those  years  too,  as  Orin  Williams  paid  Ida  for  Ellon’s  koep,  Idc.*.’ 
became  the  only  home  he  had. aside  from  the  hotel  where  10  llvod  in  Fort lard. 
Some  time  after  Ellen's  dcath(  in  lC30)when  Ida  wanted  to  novo  to  VanoouvMf 
Orin  offered  to  help  her  pi.irche.se  a  house  if  ho  night  cone  there  to  live  uhn. 
he  retired.  This  was  done  and  Ida  lived  in  Vancouver  tho  rent  of  her  days 
continuing  her  church  work  and  care  of  others,  I  remember  that  after  Laura 
became  an  invalid  she  lived  with  Ida  for  quice  some  time,  Thon  soon  aftor  Orin 
did  retire  he  was  strioken  with  a  heart  attack  and  became  a  somi- invalid, 

?j\red  for  him  and  was  very  patient  with  his  exoerrtricitioa  until  his  death  in 
1955,  » 


A3  the  years  came  on  Ida  grew  more  and  more  devoutly  religious  and  she  worried 
a  great  deal  about  the  soul  salvation  of  the  cr.es  she  lovod.  Finally  two 
calamities  befell  her*  First  like  her  mother,  her  brother  Oscar  and  ner  sister 
Laura  she  rapidly  lost  her  hearing.  Then  a  condition  of  glaucoma  in  hor  eyes 
went  unrecognized  by  the  doctors  until  it  was  too  late  to  cave  her  sight  cxoeotfc 
for  very  close  vision.  So  totally  deaf  and  almost  blind  Ida* c  la«t  yoars  were 
somewhat  tragic,  and  she  ..herself  had  to  have  care,  './hen  Dianch  fc«vn 
up  her  store  and  post  office  at  1/iaryhill  following  a  heart  at  book  che  came  to 
live  with  her  mother  for  two  years  until  her  death  in  early  lbul.  Then  Archie 
and  his  wife  Lillian  took  over  the  responsibility. 


Ida  lived  to  be  almost  ninfety-two  years  old  and  out  lived  all  of  her  children, 
her  brothers  and  sisters  arid  old  friends-—  except  Archie,  Even  so,  inspite 
of  her  limitations.,  her  miild  remained  alert  and  her  ^memory  remft.ticably  clear 
until  just  a  few  months  before  her  death.  I  used  to  go  sit  with  nor  sometimes 
when  Archie  and  LiH  needed  to  be  gone  and  those  visits  were  enjoyable.  By 
’jritinfc  nctes  in  large  letters  I  could  get  her  to  reminiscing.  Quite  a  bit  of 
the  information  of  her  youth  and  of  the  nhivw  children  from  Id*  in  this 


fashion. 
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THE  COUSINS 

Following  p.re  notes  of  varied  lengths  covering  .'information  on  the  grandchj  1  d" ■ . 
of  Lucy  Ann  and  Josoph  Henderson.  This  section  probably  will  be  of  interest 
only  to  us  and  possibly  to  our  children, 

Alfred's  Children 

«  ,  '  i  * 

t  * 

Alfred  was  killed  when  his  son  was  only  nine  •' tor. Has  old  and  eight  months 
the  birth  of  his  daughter,  I  believe  that  Alfred's  wide"/  m-.de  her  home  wib’n 
her  husband’s  parents  for  some  time  after  his  death,  "'lien  she  remarried  and 
moved  away  she  left  her  son  to  the  care  of  his  grandparents  but  took  the  baby 
girl  with  her. 

Ray  Everett  Henderson  *\ 

Ray  was  a  quiet- obedient  child  who  gave  his  grandparents  no  trouble  at  all 
and  he  became  a  quiet, kindly  and  very  good  man.  In  his  early  adulthood 
he  was  stricken  with  a  severe  form  of  inf 1  amatory  rheumatism  which  affected 
his  health  the  rest  of  his  life  and  restricted  his  earning  capacity. 

In  1911  Ray  married  Onnie  Ramsdall  who  was  born  October  16,  1891  in  Ashland, 
Oregon.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  A.  Ramsdall.  For  the  benefit  of  Ray' s 
children  a  little  bit  of  information  on  Onnie' s  family  is  included  here3 

Onnie' s  grandfather  was  Thomas  iwanley  Ramsdall.  Another  Thomas  Manley 
Ramsdall--  probably  his  grandfather —  fought  in  tho  French  and  Indian  Wars. 
(1754-1760)  (This  information  was  unearthed  by  Larry  hender,So.n.  who  is 
a  member  of  a  historical  society,  "The  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Oregon  Indian 
vvars.) 

Onnie’ s  grandfather  who  was  born  in  Rutledge,  Vermont,  about  1805,  came  west 
with  a  wagon  train  in  1844  in  a  wagon  pulled  by  oxen.  He  married  in  1848 
then  had  a  fling  at  the  California  gold  fields,  when  he  returned  to  his 
family  in  Oregon  he  entered  or  re-entered  the  ministry  and  at  one  time  was 
a  circuit  rider  in  the  ^efferson, Salem  and  Dallas  areas  under  the  difection 
of  Jason  Lee.  Thomas  Manley  Ramsdall  fathered  twelve  or  thirteen  children, 
one  of  whom,  John  A,  became  Onnie' s  father,  .  Little  is  known  as  yet  about 
his  wife  because  she  died  when  his  children  were  young. 

Back  to  Ray:  Because  of  his  poor  health,  their. large  family  and  the  hard 
times  of  the  1930' s  Ray  had  difficulty  making  an  adaquate  living  but  no 
one  could  ever  say  that  he  didn't  try. 

Onnie  was  in  a  sense  a  ".journalist"  in  that  she  kept  a  daily  record  of  the 
happenings  of  her  life  from  the  time  she  found  herself  falling  in  love  with 
Ray  on  through  all  their  trials  and  tribulation  and  their  joys.  The  first 
part  of  her  journal  she  kept  in  code  so  that  she  might  keep  a  record  c.f 
her  thoughts  and  feelings  without  others  being  able  to  read  what  sh9  wrote. 
After  her  death  her  son  Larry  deciphered  her  system  and  found  a  beautiful, 
well-worded  and  tender  love  story.  It  has  its  humorous  passages  too.  To 
read  parts  of  it  was  such  a  surprise  to  me  because  as  I  knew  her  Onnie 
v/as  so  quiet  and  had  so  little  tc  say. 
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Ray  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  in  Stanhope,  Washington*  Onr.ie  died 
about  eleven  years  later  in  California.  Both  are  buried  in  Anderson  Corns  ta¬ 
in  Stanhope. 

Onnie's  and  Ray's  children  were: 


Richard  Wallace 
Lawrence  Austin 
Marion  Eleanor 
Stewart 
Stephen 

Gilbert  Clayton 
June  Maried 
Arthur  Windell 
James  Lucian 
Phyllis  Jeanne 


b.  1/3/1914 
b.  7/2 1/1915 
b.  4/14/1917 
b.  8/12/1919 
b.  8/12/1919 
b.  2/25/1921 
b.  6/14/1923' 
b.  12/16/1925 
b.  l/l/l927 
b.  6/8/1930 


d.  8/14/1919 
d.  8/30/1919 


m. 

m.(l)  (2)  Bett; 

1?  Leon  J.  Da  liman 

m. 
m. 
m. 
m. 
m. 
m. 
m. 


Robert  i/tcDonnell 


Exelby 


Richard  is  employed  by  the  Arizona  State  Highway  department  and  lfvea 
with  his  family  at  2522  n.  8th  Street,  Phoenix,  Arizona.  He  has  quite 
a  bit  of  talent  as  an  artist  and  his  pictures  have  won  considerable 
recognition. 

Lawrence  and  Setty  live  at  4528  N.E.  17th  Street  in  Portland.  They  have 
no  children  but  are  presently  caring  for  three  practically  homeless 
children  of  Larry's  step-daughter,  child  of  his  first  wife. .The  youngest 
child  is  seriously  ill  wit  damaged  kidneys.  Larry  is  employed  by  the 
U.S. Civil  Service  working  at  the  International  Airport  with  the  939tn 
Troup  Carrier  Group. (  Reserves.)  -  • 

Larry  is  a  man  of  wide  interests  and  varied  talents.  At  present  he  adds 
to  the  family  income  by  contracting  for  sign  painting  and  in  his  spare  (?) 
time  he  studies,  collects  rare  volumes  of  books  and  writes.  With  one 
book  completed  (for  which  he  has  not- yet  found  a  publisher)  his  ambition 
now  is  to  write  another  on  Oregon  Trail  history.  I  have  him  to  thank 
for  all  this  information  on  his  family  and  for  invaluable  encourgement 
to  me  in  my  preparation  of  this  record.  If  and  when  he  finds  time  he 
plans  to  make  copies  of  the  Henderson  and  Stark  old  country  coats-of- 
arms  eventually  to  be  included  here. 

Marion  lives  with  her  husband  at  6728  65th  Avenue  in  Portland.  I  know 
sne  has  several  children  but  Larry  did  not  supply  their  names. 

The  Twins  were  oorn  at  Seaside  during  a  particularly  hard  time  in  the 

lives  of  Onnie  and  Ray,  Only  Richard  and  Larry  remember  anything  about 
them. 

is  an  ordained  minister  of  the  Open  Bible  otandord  Ohunch„  He  and 
his  ramily  live  at  13302  Allegan  £>  crest,  Whittier,  California. 

June  anc*  her  family  live  in  Lake  Stevens,  Washington.  hQr  address  is 
F.O.Box  160 

"A*  ~G''  also  is  an  ordained  minister  in  the  same  church  as  Gib.  At  present 
he  is  serving  as  a  mis -ionary  in  Kingston,  Jamaica.  He  has  a  wife  and 
family  and  their  address  is  P.O.Box  142,  a  vv  V.  (The  HWT  stands  for 
Half  Way  Tuee.) 
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"Jim"is  employed  tvs  fl  chain  saw  repairmen-  lie  and  bis  family  live  at  •  * 
1160  Gold  Hill  Road,  Plaoerville,  California.  Possil  iv  .lie  has  walked 
on  the  very  ground  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Mnnley  Pomsdall,  trod  during 
his  brief  stay  in  the  gold  fields  in  1849. 

i  1  ’  •  •  .  J 

Phyllis  is  divorced,  using  her  married  name  of  E±alby«  She  is  employe 
as  a  secretary  and  lives  with  her  son,.  Gary,  at  10077  Carmoncity  Road, 
Apartment  A,  Whittier,  California. 

Ethel  Ora  Henderson  " 

-  ■  <  >  . 

Ethel's  childhood  was  rot  a  happy  one  for  ro  one  wanted  her.  When  she  was 
only  a  few  years  old  her  step-father  said,  "Get  .rid  of  that  youngin  or  I’m 
leavin'"  so  poor  Alice  sent  Ethel  on  the  train  back  to  relatives  in  Columbus. 

I  think  she  lived  for  a  while  with  her  Uncle,,  Ed  Johnson,  then  with  her 
grandparents.  I  know  she  spent  nearly  a  year  with  her  Aunt  iviary'  s  family 
in  Hood  River.  From  the  time  I  oan  remember,  -however,  she  was  back  with  Lucy 
Ann  and  Joseph.  Though  she  was  a  good  girl  and  tried  hard  to  please,  it 
seems  to’ me  now  that  she  came  in  for  an  unfair  shar6  of  criticism.  I  loved 
her  dearly.  ; 

On  Inarch  27,  1910  Ethel  was  married  in  her  grandmother's  home  to  william 
Louis  Knlatt  (b.  5/18/1881  in  Lamar,  Iowa)  and  the  relatives  gathered  from 
far  and  near.  The  young  couple  lived  for  a  few  years  back  of  Goldendale 
then  moved  to  Richland,  Washington.  On  July  23,  1923,  Louis  was  working 
in  hellog,  Idaho,  when  according  to  Larry  he  "suffered  a  cramp  in  the  elevator 
lift  and  fell  down  the  shaft"to  his  death,  ue  was  buried  at  Richland. 

Ethel's  and  Louis'  children  were: 


Alice 

Alvin  Woodrow 
Velma  Louise 
Maurice  Austin  • 
Jesse  Valentine 


b.  12/6/1911 
b.  3/ll/l914 
b.  7/14/1915 
b.  5/15/1918 
11/21/1921 


d.  four  hour  a  later 


V  «j 


Austin,  so  far  as  Larry  knows,  lives  in  San  Francisco. 


Velma,  who  was  born  while  Ethel  was  attending  campmeeting  at  JrouvOa}e, 
has  been  married  twice,  ner  first  husband  was  killed  a  number  of  hears 
ago  and  she  is  now  married  to  Robert  Williams,  They  live  an  Watsonville, 
California.  ,  -  ,  r  , 

Maurice  and  family  live  in  Fresno,  California. 

Jesse  was  a  paratrooper  -  in  the  famed  82nd  Airborne  Division  during  '.7L 
WW  II.  Hia  last  known  address  was. in  Jacksonville,  Florida. 


Ethel,  has  jaighteen  grandchildren  and-'ijuite  a  few  great  grandchildren. 

•  »  •  .  1  ’  , 

Sometime  after  L0mis’  death  Ethel  married  John  LaPasser.  I  think  her  yeo 
with  John  were  probably  the  happiest  of  her  life.  he  wa3  a  kind  and  affe  ti' 
devoted  husband  and  like  herself  was  ddeply  religious.  wTien  I  came  tc  %  r- 
them  again  after  Pay’s  death  in  1953  they  were  living  on  a  farm  outsit 
Arlington,  Washington,  and  were  active  in  their  church.  John  had  e  very 
nice  singing  voice  and  twice  a  week  they  came  to  tc  / ii  to  conduct  song  i  " 
church  services  in  a  little  mission  which  John  h"'  established.  I  LI  rc.Ci 

*  forget  the  day  I  took  them  00  Kiaryhill  and  we  t:u  .  -  san,:  all  the  way  ho>» c- 
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loved  old  church  songs  and  others—  and  h^w  John  stood  up  in  her  room  and 
sang  "How  Firm  a  Foundation"  for  my  mother  whon  she  wo.  ill.  .  •• 

John  died  about  two  years  ago  and  since  then  Ethel  has  continued  to  live  o 
on  the  farm,  her  half-brother  and  his  wife—  one  of  John’s  daughters— 
live  with  her  and  care  for  her  when  she  needs  care.  She  has  been  in  quj-1 
poor  health  this  past  year.  ... 

y  •  .  :  •  v  i 1 ;  ‘ 

Laura  Nasiker's  Children  ( 

Cousin  Amos  was  Aunt  Larura's  oldest  child.  The  fall  I  was  nine  years  old  he 

came  to  Columbus  and  spent  one  winter  with  us  while  he  was  trying  to  ‘regain 
his  health.  The  doctors  had  told  him  he  had  tuberculosis —  the  disease  from 
which  his  sister  had  died  a  few  years  before.  I  hardly  remember  at  all  how  he 
looked  but  I  know  I  was  very  fond  of  him  because  he  teased  me  and  played  games 
with  me.  After  he  left  that  time  we  lost  track  of  him  completely  find  ($  never 
saw  him  again.  '  J 

\l  •  v  c  .:  .  . 

■:  •  •'  r  .  *  ‘ 

On  March  1,  1912  Amos  married  Olive  Dick  in  Entiat,  Washington.  They  nad  two 
children.  The  oldest  son  died  at  the  age  of  threo  from  spinal  meningitis. 

Their  other  son,  Dick,  is  married  and  lives  at  2000  Wc  92nd  Street  (tH04) 
Denver,  Colorado.  He  has  no  children. 


rv'  f' 


•  ••  • 

Amos  finally  died  of  tuberculosis  but  I  do  not  know  the  date.  In  1943  Olive 
came  to  Maryhill  to  attend  her  mother-in-law’s  funeral.  We  found  her  to  be 
a  handsome  and  very  pleasant  woman.  She  died  in  °end,  Oregon  in  1956. 

"V  ’  r  *  •  r  ,  '  ‘  ,  •  .  •*  • 

Myra,  whose  real  name  according  to  her  fatherfis  biographical  sketch  in  a 
history  of  Klickitat  County  was  "Palmira  E."  married  at  the  age  of  eighteen  to 
Victor  Smith.  They  had  two  childrens 


Lawrence  •  b.  about  1907 
Lora  b.  "  1909 


.  m.  Cofield 


I  recall  the  time  Myra  came  to  Columbus  with  her  two  children  for  a  visit. 

Soon  after  that  we  heard  that  she  had  "skipped  out  and  left  her  husband',’  Hers 
wa^  tlae  first  divorce  in  the  family  and  her  action  evoked  plenty  of  criticism 
bU“  my  mother,  used  to  say  that  folks  wouldn’t  criticize  so  much  if  they  only 
knew  the  true  facts. 


•to 


\°  LVra  ran  away  to  California  taking  her  children  with  her.  So  far  as  I  know 
< ne  only  came  back  once  for  a  vidit.  She  had  remarried  and  she  didn’t  mind 
shocking  her  relatives  with  her  ‘California  ways,  ohe  dared  to  smoke  cigarettes 
right  in  front  of  people"  long  before  it  was  a  common  sight  to  see  women  smoking 
in  public.  I  didn't  meet  Lyra  when  she  was  home  that  time  but  it  always  puzzled 
me  that  she  should  be  the  one  of  the  family  to  break  with  tradition  for  she 
had  seemed  to  be  a  quiet  submissive  girl, 

fie  corresponded  with  i.yra  for  a  while  after  myra  went  to  California  but 
eventually  lost  track  of  her.  Walter  says  that  Myra  jind  Lora  lived  in  San  Die^o 
and  Lawrence  in  San  Pedro.  No  one  has  heard  from  any  of  them  since  1943  wheH 
news  of  Laura’s  death  finally  reached  then).  •..• 


-  a,. ter  was  thirty-five  when  he  married  Marie--  a  widow  with 
-'>.-wt  of  his  w.r icing  life  viialter  was  employed  as  a  carpenter 
Ua  is  retired  now  and  he  and  Marie  live  at  534  E.  CourL]and 
Spokane  where  I  visited  them  once  in  their  pleasant  h..  e, 
remember  the  excellent  dinner  kc.i  ie  prepared  that  eve  i:l  .an 


several  children, 
anl  cabinet  maker 
Street  in 
I  especially 


halter  and  marie  had  no  children. 
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Ms r y_ Masi ka r  *  s  Chi ldren 

As  stated  before  Uncle  Charlie  was  married  before  ha  married  Aunt  Mary  and 
he  had  a  small  son  by  his  first  wife.  Mary  raised  little  George  as  one  of  her 
•  own  and  his  half-sisters  and  brothers  loved  him  dearly.  For  this  reason  his 
story  is  inluded  here* 

George  married  Marie  Paasch  in  Hood  River.  Shortly  after  the  birth  of  their 
son, George  died  as  the  result  of  a  peculiar  accident.  He  was  up  in  a  ever**'' 
tree  pruning  when  he  dropped  the  double  bitted  ax  he  was  using.  The  ax  svuv.*. 
upright  in  the  ground  then  George  fell  from  the  tree  *o  land  on  the  ax.  It 
cut  through  his  rib  cage  and  into  his  lungs,  lived  only  a  few  days. 

George's  son,  Fjeworth,  has  a  daughter, Claudia,  finishing  high  school  in  196^ 

»  .  f 

Guy  Mas ike r  was  Mary' s  oldest  child.  I  do  not  remember  him  for  he  was  always 
away  at  work  when  mother  and  I  visited  at  their  heme  back  of  Hood  River, 

He  was  working  as  a  signal  man  on  the  Railroad  out  of  The  Dalles  in  the 
fall  of  1918  when  he  was  stricken  with  influenza.  He  collapsed  at  Biggs, 
was  placed  on  the  train  for  the  hospital  in  The  Dalles  where  he  died  on 
November  2,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine , 

Guy  and  Nora  had  no  children* 

Roy  married  George's  widow,  Marie  and  they  lived  out  their  days  on  their 
place  near  Odell..  Marie  passed  away  several  years  ago  and  from  then  on 
Royls.  sister  Maie  kept  house  for  him  most  of  the  time.  After  Roy  retired 
as  manager  of  a  large  orchard  near  Odell  he  and  Maie  moved  into  an  apartment 
where  they  lived  until  Roy  died. 

« 

I  think  it  was  about  1960  that  Roy'S  dream  of  a  life  time  came  true.  He 
went  with  a  group  of  others  on  an  extended  tour  of  Europe  which  included 
also  Egypt  and  the  Holy  Land.  Nothing  gave  Roy  more  pleasure  than  to  show 
and  explain  the  slides  which  he  took  with  his  small  camera  on  that  trip. 

t 

Roy  raised  George's  and  Marie's  son,  Elsworth,  as  his  own  child.  He  and 
Marie  had  two  sons.  Carson,  when  in  his  late  teens  met  with  accidental 
death.  On  a  fishing  trio  he  foil  into  a  deep  pool  of  water.  Actually  he 
muse  have  died  from  hitting  his  head  ou  a  rook  for  when  he  was  found  it  was 
too  late  to  revive  him.  Roy's  other  son  _ _ _ - _ _ _ 

- (sorryl ) - 

Clarence  Martin  lives  with  nis  wife,  Phyllis,  on  a  beautiful  farm  near  Odell. 
They  have  two  daughters,  Nikki  and  Rathy,  and  just  about  a  year  before 
Roy*  s  death  they  had  a  son  Martin.  Roy  was  so  proud  of  this  boy  partly 
because  he  is  the  only  child  to  carry  on  the  name  of  Masiker.  (Uncle  Will 
kasiker's  grandson,  Dick  masiker,  has  no  children.) 

*£ie,  nary's  oldest  daughter,  after  teaching  school  three  terms  near  Shanico 
married  Albert  Schillerwhom  she  had  known  from  childhood.  He  died  in  October 
1911.  When  Iva  died  at  the  birth  of  a  daughter  in  1913  Maie  took  the  baby, 
Trella,  for  her  own.  Iva's  widower  was  Emil  Schiller,  a  brother  of  Male's 
deceased  husband.  >vhen  Trella  was  six  years  old  her  father  and  "Aunt  Mamie" 
married,  Emil  died  in  1942.  After  that  Maie  and  h3r  mother  made,  their  home 
together  until  Mary's  death,  in  1949. 

Trella  and  her  husband,  Carl  Owens,  live  ir  Aooche  Junction,  Arizona, 
where  Maie  now  has  a  very  comfortable  trailer  heme  near  by.  Trella 
and  Carl  have  one  daughter,  Janet.,  who  ha-  three  small  sons,  Raymond, 
Dempsy  and  Lee lie .  I  am  sorr>  to  nay  I  do  not  know  Janet's  married  name 
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___  a  a  i»  •<*  wi  bef  the  case 
Iva  Ifoiker ,  the  first  of  Gary's  children u,  ..;lower  cf  the  family”.  At 

(or  do  we  just  think  so  because  we  lose  the*/,  .  talented  as  an  artist  and 
any  rate  she  was  beautiful  and  quite  extraora. *-  >  n  seemed  so  utterly 

photographer,  ner  death  was  especially  tregj^  was  allowed  to  hemorrha^ 

needless.  Though  she  bore  her  baby  in  a  hospiv  ^  for  her  oondition. 
to  the  point  of  death  before  steps  were  taken  to 

Vie' s  husband  Don  Crosby,  died  of  the  influenza  in  e terser  e ^ver 

a  few  days  of  her  brother’s  doath.  The  next  nine  ^a'  thr  nttleonones', 
difficult  ones  for  Vie  as  she  struggled  to  f s^U  s^all  amount  she 
This  she  did  without  help  from  anyone  except  th  7  In  1927  or  thereabouts 

received  fro.,  the  government  as  the  widow  of  a  ve  •  .  •  u0t  that 

Vie  married  again  and  had  ten  years  of  companionship  and  happiness.  Hot  tha 

Vie  hasn't  been  happy  since  Larry  Chantler  died  an  ®  e  „  ..  alone 

except  for  her  children.  For  Vie  is  the  busy  happy  kind.  She  lives  alone 
now  in  a  comfortable  little  place  cf  her  own  at  1901  S.n.  35th  Place,  in 
Portland.  Her  hobbies  are  hooking  rugs  and  painting  pictur  . 

Don's  and  Vie’s  children  were:  .  ,  Nancv 

Bryce  Donald  Crosby  who  is  married  and  has  a  daughte  ^  nd> 

Bowman  who  has  a  son  Gregory.  Bryce  lives  jus  sou  _  ivielva  Cline. 

Me lva  oertrude  has  been  married  but  is  divorced,  ner  name  is  now  .ielva 

She- owns  her  own  home  not  far  from  where  Vie  lives  and  is  employed. 

has  no  children.  _  n0n  Dale 

Murry  Rosselle  is  married  and  has  four  sons.  Dermis  y,  •  ^ 

and  Darel.  Two  of  Murry's  sons  are  in  the  military 
are  still  in  school.  They  also  live  in  Portland. 

;  ...  -  ;  --j:  ‘  . 

Ira  Lester  Henderson's  Children 

Ira  and  Mattie  had  only  two  children  ,  the  oldest  born^: nl*e ^ti^was^ast  forty- 
after  they  married  and  the  other  fifteen  years  later  when 
two  years  of  age.  (She  thought  she  was  developing  a  tumor; 

Lois  Madelyn 

After  teaching  school  two  terms  at  the  old  Fruit  Flat  School  above  “^yhill 
I  had  one  year  at  the  University  of  Washington  ftnd  taught  one  yea 
grade  school  at  Goldendale.  Then  I  married  Henry  Davis,  a  second  cousi 
or  something  like  that  of  Samuel  Hill,  and  w«*ut  to  North  Carolina  to  live. 

That  marriage  was  a  mistake.  I  should  have  known  that  one  tied  so  closely  0 
her  family  as  I  was  could  never  be  content  3CC0  miles  away  from  -  eTn*  .en.  . 
it  might  have  worked  out  if  Henry  had  been  less  reserved  and  more  communica 
or  if  I  had  had  several  children  as  I  wanted.  As  it  was,  though  I  made  P • 
for  myself  in  the  Quaker  community,  though  I  loved  farm  life  and  e 
its  beautiful  woods  and  streams  and  the  glorious  Piedmont  climate  I  never  g 
over  being  homesick  for  my  folks  and  my  country. 

In  1928  after  the  too  premature  birth  of  our  son  we  adopted  a  wonderful ^baby 
girl.  When  the  Welfare  Department  people  saw  what  an  ideal  set-up.  we 
children  we  were  asked  to  take  another  child  to  care,  for  temporal-  y-~“  ittle  ) 

another  and  another  and  another  until  we  sometimes  had  as  many  as  eleven 
ones  under  fife  years  of  age  including  Joan.  Ahis  went  on  for  fo^7.''* 
fayeth?  busiest  and  happiest  years  of  my  stay  in  Worth  Carolina,  (lots, 
fun  than  my  ventures  into  breeding  and  training  German  Shep  ogs  o  wom0 

chickens  or  turkeys)  More  even  than  setting  up  a.  boms -making  club  fo 
in  the  community  or  helping  to  establish  a  recreate  >ual  program  for  you  b 
folks*  .'or  other  such  active  tie .1  on  which  I  had  exp.  ,..>d  my  'f.x-cess  e.iergios 
in  the  earlier  year*  of  our  marriage. 
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(I  forgot  to  mention  church  and  Sunday  School  work  and  the  year  ( 1921/22)  the* 
fcenry  and  I  spent  in  Germany  working  unoor  the  auspice  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  in  Herbert  Hoover's  program  to  feed  the  scarvj-ng  childi^i. 

Europe. ) 

18  didn't  seem  to  matter  how  busy  or  interested  I  was,  however.  I  still  hav. 
to  make  a  trip  home  about  every  two  years  and  every  time  I  came  it  was  more  a nd 
more  difficult  to  say  "Good-by* •  Finally  in  1933  after  I  had  attended  Guilf^  - 

College  for  a  year  I  gave  up  the  stnggle  and  came  home  to  stay —  bringing  Joan 

with  me  of  course. 

Out  here  I  found  employment  with  the  State  Welfare  Department  where  I  worked 
for  seven  years,  then  transferred  to  the  State  Employment  Service.  In  1936 
I  married  ^erman-born  Jack  Hinrichsen.  This  marriage  lasted  six  years  and  no 
one  who  knew  us  blamed  me  for  my  second  divorce,  After  my  father  died  in 
1942  mother  came  to  live  with  Joan  and  me  in  our  little  house  on  E.  19th  Street. 
Joan  was  married  in  1947  and  right  afterward  I  took  mother  on  a  trip  back  to  her 
girlhood  home  in  Missouri*  -  ■  • 

On  my  return  from  ouri  trip  I  was  promoted  to  the  Administrative  Office  of  the 

Employment  Service  in  Olympia  as  Training  Officer,  It  was  a  wonderful  job  and 

I  loved  every  minute  5f  the  fifteen  years  I  spent  on  it.  I  had  purchased  a 
very  nitfe  old  home  in  Olympia  and  had  become  very  content  with  my  "lonely  estate 
unJtiloin  1968-  BobaElottancame  along.  '•'»’e  both  retired  in  the  spring  of  1962  and 
again  I  had  td  come  back  to  ray  people.  Bob  was  entirely  willing  for  his  three 
children  were  attending  or  already  graduated  from  college  and  no  longer  living 
near  Olympia. 

In  the  fall  of  1962  Bob  and  I  had  a  long  trip  over  a  good  part  of  the  United 
States  while  I  gathered  some  of  the  information  I  have  recorded  in  this  hecord. 
Then  in  1963  we  built  ourselves  a  new  home  and  settled  down. 

My  dear  little  Joan-.ia  now  very  happily  married  to  T.O.  "Ike"  Norfleet 
and  lives  at  5842  Beaumont  Place  in  El;  Paso,  Texas.  'he  has  a  son  Jeffrey 
and  a  daughter  Lynn  born  in  1948  and  1950  reSpecively. 

(Excuse  me,  dear  readers,  if  my  story  is  longer  than  the  others.  I  know  more 

about  me. )  •  i  * 

Roma  Frances  Henderson 

My  beloved  sister,  Roma,  has  been  more  fortunate  than  most  of  the  other  cousins 
I  have  written  about  so  far  intthat  her  first  and  only  marriage  has  been  a  good 
one  of  nearly  tnirty  years.  Although  her  life  has  been  no  "b9d  of  roses"  she 
has  experienced  only  one  real  tragedy  — -  the  loss  of  her  third  child  at  birth 
in  1946 —  He  was  to  have  been  named  "Edward"  *  As  in  my  case,  however,  there 
was  solace  in  God's  gift  of  a  lovely,  adoped  daughter. 

In  the  first  years  of  their  married  life  Say  was  "scratchin"  pretty  hard  for 
a  living  for  his  family.  Then  in  1941  he  found  permanent  employment  with 
Alcoa  where  he  will  soon  be  a  "twenty-f ive  year  man"  Also  in  1941  he  was  able 
to  acquire  a  small  farm  in  the  Sara  District.  It  had  a  very  old  arid  run  down 
house  on  it  which  Ray  repaired  and  built  onto  until  it  became  a  very  comfortable 
home  in  which  their  children  grew  to  adulthood.  It  was  hare  we  all  gathered 
every  Christmas  from  1942  until  they  sold  the  farm  and  moved  in  to  ^azeldell 
in  1962.  Roma's  children  are: 

• 

Stephen  Iraborn  in  1936,  now  a  liejrtenant  ir  -the  aircorps  making  the 
service  his  career.  He  is  stationed  now  in  LoMle,  A]abama,  where  he  lives 
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with  his  wife,  Shirlie,  and  his  two  littT :  daughters,  Ami  Ann  and  £ori  Eilv 

and  they  live  in  .Anchorage,  Alaska 
1  •  *  .  »  0 

Suzanne  is  married  to  Thomas  Moore/where  Tom  is  employed  as  an  electronics 
engineer  by  Philco  Company,  They  have  a  litt.le  daughter,  Tammie,  and  two 
younger  sons,  John  and  David# 

Katheryn  "Kassie"  has  just  graduated  from  High  School  and  will  attend  n^ll^re 
this,  fall#  She  was  an  honor  student  in  tho  senior  class  and  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  National  Honor  Society" -  cn  top  of  being  beautiful* 

Ida  Henderson  Sanders1  Children 

*  '  •  -  •  *  ■”*  *  *  *  •  f  •  *  %  ’  •  .  ,  .  -  • 

Uhlman  was  seven  years  older  than  I,  Though  we  grew  up  in  the  same  community 
and  attended  the  same  school  for  a  few  years  I  never  knew  Uhlman  well  as  t 
did  Aunt  Ida’s  other  children,  I  remember  .1  admired  him  from  a  distance  as 
a  little  girl  will  an  older  boy  and  how  romantic  I  thought  it  was  when 
Uhlman  won  the  affections  of  Mary  Wade.  For  Mary  was  the  daughter  of  the 
most  affluent  folks  in  the  community.  Her  parents  owned  the  big  grape  vineyard 
where  our  mothers  all  packed  grapes  each  fall  and  Mary  was  "my  ideal"  when  I 
was  at'  an  age  to  try  to  copy  an  older  girl.  She  seemed  much  older  than  I  then, 
but  hardly  any  now#  .  . 

•  ‘  yci 

Mary  and  Uhlman  were  married  in  a  unique  fashion  too.  In  the  fall  of  1910 
the  Klickitat  County  Fair  Committee  offered  quite  a  number  of  attractive  prizes 
to  the  couple  who  would  agree  to  be  married  An  9>  baleen.  Uhlman  and  Mary 
were  the  first  couple  to  apply.  It  was  quite  an  attraction.  They  latex .were 
maxri.ed  on  the^^grouad— alao-to  ha=:sure-it  was  legal. 

Uhlman  and  Mary  lived  practically  all  their  lives  in  and  around  The  Dalles, 

Oregon  where  Uhlman  made  a  nice  living  as  a  salesman —  mostly  automobiles. 

He  died  in  Portland  in  1964  following  several  heart  attacks#  His  and  Mary's 
children  are:  • 

Helen  b.  -  . '  m#  Harvey  Searing 

Doris  b.  m.  Dick  Holman 

Melvin  b.  ■  m.  Dena  Rae 

Helen  had  no' children  and  has  been  a  career  girl  most  of  her  adult  life# 

She  lives  near  her  mother  in  the  outskirts  of  Portland#  Just  now  her 
husband  is  very  ill  with  cancer.  Her  address  is 

>  '  ro  c  . 

j  \  - 

Doris  and  Dick  habe  four  children:  Pat,  Jerome,  So.ndra  and  Susan.  Dick  has 
been  a  driver  for  Davidson’s  Bakery  for  many  years.  They  have  recently  moved 
to  Vancouver  where  their  address  is 

Melvin  and  Dena  live  at 

They  have  two  children:  Johnnie  and  Gloria* 

E lane  he.  Lota 

Though  Blanche  was  only  three  year1?  older  than  I  she  matured  .  o.rlrer  and  began 
having  beaus  when  I  was  still  playing  with  paper  dolls  She  married  while  I 
was  still  in  high  school  and  had  three  children  by  the  time  I  married  go  for 
a  time  seemed  so  much  older  thcwi  I#  She  and  Bob  lived  around  Maryhill  in  the 
early,  part  of  their  married  1  i  i'«  then 


- — 


-Jt*  {.y ..  IjlA  ijj.ufc. .  '#1X  owi  »W  hn*  tr.i£-Ltd2  ,»l±w  alrt  i'fiw 

. 

..  .  V  .  . ..  . ;  •  -  - ■' 

J.  •  .  V  ,  V  ^  ^  /  -  Vi  , 


j  '  •  j 


i  •■>•  '•  tr 


.  •;  1  l.  .  ,  1 

2  *xjs  i>afi  ;*i  a  evil  *uedcf  XX*.  xIX**i?o*Tq  baa  tt*nd& 


_ 


fine  personality*  He  took  sick  with  a  severe  pain  in  his  nock  and  head  on 
a  konday  morning  and  died  the  following  Thursday.  The  doctors  were  rover  sue: 
what  hi3  illness  wa3.  There  were  symptoms  of  meningitis  bat  it  seem;,  more  ]  ^ ' 

that  he  died  as  a  result  of  a  brain  injury  received  a  few  weeks  earlier  in 
football  practice. 


JL  * 


After  Lee'8  death  the  family  moved  back  to  Maryhill  and  Bob  worked  for  year 3 
at  Wishram  for  the  Railroad  Company.  He  died  suddenly  in  1945  from  a  heart 
attack.  After  that  Blanche  and  her  children  lived  with  her  mother  until 
Jim  Asher,  brother  to  Bob,  persuaded  her  that  if  she  would  marry  him  he  would 
quit  his  drinking*  For  six  months  he  kept  his  resolve  and  Blanche  had  more 
fun  in  those  months  than  she  ever  had  with  Bob,  who  was  a  serious  intent 
person*  To  try  to  remove  the  temptation  from  Jim  Blanche  accepted  ueorge  Goss’ 3 
offer  that  she  return  to  karyhill,  lea3e  his  store  and  become  postmistress* 

The  move  had  no  good  effect  on  Jin,  howevbr,  and  his  drinking  soon  became  so 
awful  that  a  divorce  was  inescapable*  Then  for  prehaps  ten  years  Blanche 
attained  a  degree  of  contentment*  She  was  back  among  her  old  friends  in  the 
place  we  all  sitll  love.  She  was  financially  independent  and  very  busy*  There 
was  room  in  the  old  Goss  house  for  any  of  us  who  wanted  to  go  stay  in  jwarvhill 
a  while  and  in  those  years  Blanche  and  I  became  very  close. 

Then  at  much  too  early  an  age  Blanche  developed  heart  trouble.  It  soon  became 
so  serious  that  she  had  to  sell  the  store  and  return  to  Vancouver  to  live  with 
her  mother.  From  then  on  until  she  died  two  years  later  she  was  in  very  poor 
health,  Blanche's  and  Bob’s  children  were:  ... 


Margaret 

b. 

1918 

m,  STilliam  Farr  in  1937 

Lee 

b. 

1919  d.  1935 

‘  *  ^  ,»  ‘  ^ 

Stanley 

• 

b. 

1920  • 

-  •  m*.  Audry  7? 

Margaret  and  Bill  had  a  "shoestring  family".  Their  two  older  sons  have  both 
graduated  from  college.  Billie  has  earned  his  ^aster’s  Degree  and  is  working 
on  his  Doctorate  at  the  University  of  Washington.  He  married  a  German-born 
girl  and  last  year  they  spent  nearly  a  year  in  Lrermany.  They  have  one  child* 

• 

Lee_ has  been  married  but  is  divorced.  He  has  one  son.  Now,  having  graduated 
from  tffashinton  State  University  this  year  he  plans  to  enter  the  t eace  Corps* 
The  two  younger  boys,  Jan  and  &im,  are  in  High.  ;chool* 

4  •  •  i  x  r-i  hsch-'c  ”** 

Bill  was  with  the  6ity  Fire  Department  until  ho  hoar nod  retirement  and  is 
now  a  Deputy  County  Assessor.  For  years  he  sold  real  estate  on  his  off  days 
while  at  the  Fire  Department*  Now  he  and  -fciargaret,  whose  appearance  belies 
her  age  by  ten  years  or  more,  have  a  neat  antique  business  which  is  also 
their  hobby. 


Stan  has  two  j  Donnie  and  Donna  •Warie,  but  is  divorced  from  Audry. 

He  has  had  a  tough  time  in  several  respoots  but  supports  himself  and  pays 
toward  his  daughters  keep  by  working  for  a  couple  of  our-door  movies,  directing 
traffic  and  repairing  their  electric  equipment.  As  a  hobby  Stan  tints  photo¬ 
graphs  and  very  nicely. 


Archie  LeRoy. 

This  cousin  is  six  weeks  oDder  than  I  and  seems  more  like  a  brother  than  a 
cousin*  From  the  time  his  family  moved  to  the  flat  at  Columbuy  ~h;n  we  were 
five  years  old  we  two  were  rogother  much  of  the  time  I  could  Wiite  ’'•ages 
describing  the  things  wo  did  which  are  among  my  fcn>-.i><,  childhood  memories. 


-  f  •'  *■  ..'U«  ! .  :  -M 

' 

:  .  •,  •  ..  . 

&  bJf:  “  i  ■  -  i.'i  J  .  r' 

v;.'  -  -  - ... .  -  jtr.i  .  '•« > 

...  .  1  .  .  ,  .  x  ■  ]  .  ec  ■:.)  nl  ,swl 

.  ,  '  -  •  •  •  .f  ,  . 

....  .  ;i  .  •  ’  •  :  -  (a  r  *  i  v, 

•  .  \*i  ...........  -  '  . 


.  -  i  . 


»rt  ; 


*  4 

.1  ;•  .  .  ......  .  * 

We  made  boats  out  of  shingles  and  bark  and  siiled  them  rVi’ttie  irrigating  ditch* 
o.rd :.n  the  edge  of  the  river,  rte  dressed  01'  '  aok  in  my  clothes  and  played 
with  toy  windmills  which  my  faiher  made  for  us.  We  hdd  the  chicken  pox  toget1. 
mother  soothing  our  itching  backs  as  we  leaned  against  her  kneos.  Archie  was 
a  "gi66ler"  when  he  was  little  and  his  giggles  always  sent  me  into  them  too. 

/e  shared  each  others  sorrows  as  well,as  when  his  Polly  parrot  died  and  the  o’, 
hen  picked  my  baby  magpie  to  death.  Then  though  we  went  our  separate  ways  for 
many  years  we  have  never  lost  our  close  feeling  for  each  other. 

Archie  and  Lillian  lived  in  Goldendale  the  first  two  years  or  so  after  they 
were  married  when  Archie  was  my  father’s  deputy  sheriff.  Then  they  moved  to 
the  Dalles  where  he  went  to  work  for  Libby’s  Cannery,  He  quickly  rose  to  be 
their  head  fixer  on  the  can  sealing  machines  and  this  work  he  continued  until 
his  retirement  in  1961  aft^r  thir£y-five  years  with  the  company,  the  last 
twenty  years  or  more  in  Portland,  (Ifn  s^ead  of  "head  fixer"  I  should  have  said 
"supervisor  of  the  sanitary  seamersUT 

After  Blanche  died  Archie  and  Lilliam  moved  to  Vancouver  so  Lillian  could  ..are 
for  Aunt  Ida,  which  for  five  years  with  the  exception  of  one  break,  she  did 
with  exceptional  patience.  They  finally  purchased  Aunt  Ida’s  house  and  have 
snjoyed  redecorating  it  afcd  working  in  the  yard.  They  recently  purchased 
an  electric  organ  which  they  both  play  with  a  lot  of  pleasure. 

Arch  and  Lill  have  one  son,  Linton  LeRov  ("Lindy")  born  in  1926.  He  is  married 
to  &dlle  Laddusaw  and  they  have  two  children,  Stephen  and  Caroline.  Lindy 
first  became  a  professional  sigh  painter  then  took  steady  employment  with 
3oise  Cascade  as  a  painter.  In  his  spare  hours  he  paints  signs  and  takes 
painting  contracts.  . 
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